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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.a., and read prayers,

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
WADDERIN.

AMr. J. I. MANXN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How many farms are served by
the Wadderin water scheme and what is
their acreage? 2, What is the amount ol
rates paid! 3, What is the mmount of rates
due? -, What is the tétal amount of water
used {a) on farms, (b) on town property?
5, What is the total cost ol construection!
6, What is the annual cost of upkeep, in-
tevest, and simking fund?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, (a) Number of holdings, 94; (b) acreage
rated, 111,305, 2, Paid to the 30th June,
1932, £6,217. 3, Dne on the 30th June,
1932, £6,851. 4, (a) 10,877,000 gallons; (b)
3,536,000 gallons (tewn and railways). 5,
£65,819, including £36,720 cost of head
works on which interest and sinking fund
i not charged. 6, Totals—1si July, 1927,
to 30th June, 1932:—-Operating expenses,

2,645 interest, £3,260; sinking fund,
£1,909: total, £9,519. In addition there is

an anmual expenditure of £2,754 paid by
the State, representing interest and sinking
fund on the cost of head works.

STANDING ORDERS AMENDMENT.
Report of Commitiee,
Mr. Richardson presented the report of
the Standing Orders Committee,
Ordered :
read,

That the report be reeeived and

[ASSEMBLY.]

Report stated—

Your Committee has the hopour to report
that it met on Thursday last to vonsider fur-
ther amendments to the Standing Orders. Be-
gides making amendments, your Committee
has approved of the alteration of the practice
in regard to the introduetion, first avd third
readings of Bills. ln the future, Mr. Speaker
will, ingtead of calling upon a Minister (or
member) moving for leave to introduce a Bill
to move his metion, himself put that question
to the llouse, alsv the subsequent question
*“That the Bill be now tead a first time.'’
The Minister, in whose name the motion ap-
pears on the Notire Paper, will, it the motion
for first reading be opposed, have the right to
speak in support of the motion. After the
motion for first reading has been agreed to,
the Minister (or member) shall move the
motion ‘‘That the Bill be printed and the
second reading made an Order of the Day (for
a subsequent day). "' On the Orvder of the Ty
for the third reading being called nupon, Mr.
Speaker will, in like mauner, put the question
““TThat the Bill he now read a third time,’’
without a motion from the Minister (or mem-
ber) in charge of the Bill. This will, of
course, be governed by the fact that noe notice
has been given of the recommittal of the Bill
The Committee recommend to the Iouse a
sinall amendment of Btanding Order 107 to
provide that, instead of questions to Ministers
being read aloud by the memher in his plaee,
they shall be handed to the Clerk at the
Table. At the sitting to which the question
has been set down, Mr. Speaker will eall
directly upon the Minister to answer the ques-
tion, This will obviate the practice of Mr.
Speaker ealling first upon the member in
whose name the question appears.  Other
amendments are suggested that, it is hoped.
will bring the Standing Orders more up to
date, by the deletion of some, and the umend-
ment of others, that have never been given
cffect to sinee their adoption in 1891.-—Sydney
Stubbs, Chairman.

Ordered : That the report be printed and
its eonsideration made an Order of the Day
for the next sitting.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Minister for Lands and the Imperial
Government,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [4.36); On the 1st
November when T was speaking on the Land
Estimates, in veply to an interjection by the
member for Mt Magznet (IInn., M. F. Troy).
[ stated that the Imperial Government did
not make any contribution towards the Fair-
hridge Farm School. T find that my state-
ment was ineorrect, seeing that the Tmperial
Government pay 35. a head up to 350
children per annum. The Commonwenlth
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Government and the State Government cach
pay 3s. 6d. per head up to a2 maximum of
300 children. 1n addition to thai, so 1
am informed by the British vepresentative
of the Imperial Government, Britain con-
tributed £3,000 towards the capital cost of
cstablishing the farm school and a further
£20,000 from another special fund as well.
I desire to make that explanation in fairness
to the Imperial Government.

Hon. 1. Collier: I did not know
facts, either.

thoze

BILL—SALE OF WHEAT,

Introdueed by the Minister for Lands and
read a first time,

BILL—BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT.
Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{(Hon. P. D. Ferguson—Irwin-Moore)
[4.39]: T move—

That the Bill be now read a third time,

MR. COVERLEY (Iimberley) [+40]:
I was unavoidably absent during the pro-
press of the Committee stage when the Bill
was under diseussion, and I take this op-
portunity to thank the Minister for Agmi-
cnlture for postponing the third reading in
ovder to provide me with an opportunity to
refer to one particular clause. Paragraph
(e) of Clause 5 introduces a new principle
regarding the carmarking of cattle. In fhe
original Act no such provision appears, al-
thongh the earmarking of sheep is deali
with. Tf the clause is persisted in, it will
npose a h:url:.hip on the pastoralists, par-
tieularly these in the North-Western and
Northern parts of the State. The pastoral-
ists there deal in cattle only. In the origi-
nal Aet, certain appliances are specnﬁed for
use in earma:km sheep, hut the provision
does not apply to the emrmarking of cattle.
It paragraph (c) of Clause 5 is agreed to,
it will mean that pliers will have to be used
for carmarking cattle, and the marks are
to be of the specified size, namely, not to
cxceed one inch in length and five-eighths
of an inch in widih, If the Government
persist with that proposal, it will mean that
the pastoralists in the North as well as in
the Seuth-West, will be foreed to purchase
pliers for the e’ummkmg of cattle. Growers
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can ill afford to zo to ihai expense at the
present time and the Governmenf are not
justified in imposing any further pecuni-
ary hardship on the pastoralists, particularly
when we consider the bard times they are
experiencing and the low prices obtained
Por vattle. The bulk of the earmarking
of cattle is done with a knife, which is per-
missible in aceordance with the parent Aect.
If the Bill he passed in its present form,
that practice will he illegal.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is at the
present time.

Mr. COVERLEY : T eannot find anything -
to that effect in the Aet. There is a pro-
vision applying to <heep. but there is no-
thing in the Act to compel pliers to be used
tor the earmarking of caitle.

The Minister for Apriculture:
1'£ad the amending Aet of 19072

Mr. COVERLEY : Yes, I have it be-
fore me and I cannot see apything in it
that applies to the earmarking of cattle with
pliers, If that is the law to-day, it is not
observed, because no pastoralist uses pliers
for the earmarking of cattle. It is done by
aborigines with their pocket knives. If ghe
Government attempt to enforee aborigines
to carmark cattle to the size specified in the
Bill, T am afraid a great many people will
be summoned under the provisions of this
legizlation,

Mr. Hegney: Don’t they use their teeth?

Mr, COVERLEY: Very few aborigines
wonld have sufficient intelligence to enable
them to eonfine the earmarking to the size
specified in the Bill. One cut might be all
right, but the next cut might be twiee the
stipulated size, The Minister would be well
adviged to recommit the Bill and delete para-
graph (e} of Clause 5.

Have you

ME. CHURCH (Roebourne) [442]: I
do not wish to say mueh on the question
ruised by the member for Kimberley (Mr,
Coverley). Very many pastoralists have
nsed pliers alone for the earmatking of
cattle for vears passed. I have done so for
the last 30 years.

Mr. Coverley: You have no cattle, but
only half a dozen milking cows! What are
vou talking ahout?

Mr. CHURCH: The use of pliers repre-
sents the only safe method, and if T were
the Minister, I wonld decline to delete para-



2038

graph (e). He shonld stick to the use of
pliers and nothing else for the earmarking
of eatile.

THE MINISTER TOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. P, D. Ferguson—Irwin-Moore—in re-
ply) [443]: The member for Kimberley
(Mr. Coverley) is under an entire misap-
prehension regarding this matter. I think
he must have read the 1004 Aet and not the
amending Act of 1907, the provisions of
which are perfectly clear. The object of
the amending legislation passed in the latter
vear was to prevent caftle duffing.

Mr, Coverley: They don’t do that in the
North.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTIURE:
The point about it was that when a pas-
toralist or any other cattle owner registered
an earmark for his cattle, it was definitely
understood that he would use piiers for
the earmarking of his cartle. The Biil he-
fore the House now provides that the ear-
marks shall not exceed one inch in length
and five-eighths of an inch in width. It ix
possible that if an earmavk is registered
that size and we allow the use of a knife
for earmarking purposes, the knife coald
be used as to entirely oblifevate the regis-
tered mark. To prove that the member for
Kimberley is under a misapprehension, 1
quote Section 27 of the Act of 1807, as fol-
lows—

All earmarks shall be made by a punch or

pliers only, and uwot otherwise; and no ear or
any part thereof shall be removed, cropped,
cut, sliced, or split by means of any other
instrument than a punch or pliers uwsed to
make a registered enrmark or a eulimark or
an age mark,
I am given to understand by pastovalists
of the North that they do use pliers and
that they objeet to the use of the knife. As
a matter of faet the pastoralists represented
by the member for Kimberley have three
representatives in another place, where thi-
measure, was introduced, and not one of
them raised any ohjection to the provision.
They were quite satisfied with the clause,
which was inserted at the request of the
pastoralists’ representatives, namely, the
Pastoralists’ Association.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a thied time and returned fo
the Couneil with amendments,

[ASSEMBLY.]

MESSAGES FROM LIEUT.-GOVERNOR.
Messages from the Lieutenant-Governov
received and rend, recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the following Bills—
1, Loan, £2,176,000,
2, Mine Workers' Relief.

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
CONTINUANCE.
Third Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (ldon.
T. A, L. Davy—West Perth) [448]: 1
move— )

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes . . ‘e 23
Noes ' .. - . 20
Majovity for 3
AYES.
Mr. DBarnard Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Church Mr. Parker
Mr. Davy Mr. Patrick
Mr. Doney Mr. Piesse
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Richardsou
Mr, Grifliths Mr. Ssmpson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Seaddan
Mr, Latham Mr. J. H. Emith
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Thorn
Mr. H. W, Mann Mr. Wells
Mr. J. I. Maou Mr, North
Mr, Mclarty (Teller.)
Nous.
Mr. Collier Ar. Muncis
Mr. Corboy Mr. Nuisen
Houo. J. Cunningham Mr. Panton
Mr. Heguney Mr. Sleewnn
Miss Hoelman Mr. F. C. L. Smilh
Mr. Johnson Mr. Troy
Mr. Kenoealty Mr. Wansbrough
AMr. Marshall Mr. Willeock
Mr. MeCallum Alr, Withers
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson
{Teller.)
Palus,
Avrs, NOES.
Mr, Angelo Mr. Coverley
Ar. Brown Mr. Raphae!
Mr. J. M. Smith Mr. Lamond

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
As to Recommitial,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—7York) [4.43]: T move—

That the Committee’s report he adopted.
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MR. PIESSE (Katanning)

move an amendment—

[+33): 1

That the Bill be recommitted to consider
the reinstatement of Clause 10.

T was not present at the last sitting of the
House when the Bill was considered in Com-
mittee, and therefore was not able to voive
a protest against the deletion of Clause 10.
This clause will affeci the welfare of a large
community resident in a country town, a
community who ave not  able to cmbark
npon a system ol seweragze snch as has heen
carried out in more largely populated ven-
tres. The clause way inserted in the Bill
in another place and much  consideration
was given to the prineiple contained in it.
The request for its inclusion emanated from
a road hoard in o very important tewn, hat
the advan’age to be derived from it would
be available to other towns in various parts
of the State. Ln the interests of public
health and up-to-date sanitation, the Minis-
ter would be well advised to reinstate the
clause. In the town [ have in mind, 11
oceupiers pay £230 annually for the removal
of waste water, and that waste water could
be carried away more cheaply by the con-
structien of a small sewerage system. The
cost. of the svstem would be in the viemity
of £1,250, and while it would prove a con-
venience to the town, it would also provide
a certain amount of work.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremrantle) [4.57]: I
desive that Clause 2 be recommitted for the
further consideration of paragraph (). In
dealing with the c¢lause the Minister merely
mentioned infectious diseases referred to in
paragraph (c¢). Reference to soap was
omitted. Paragraph (¢) reads—

by ingerting the word ‘‘spap’’ after the
word ‘‘tobaceo’’ in the definition of “‘drug.’’
That does not appear to be of mmch jm-
portance, but investigation shows that it is
a serious matter. Regulations are generally
framed after a measure has come into op-
eration, but this Bill wil. make operative
regulations that lLave already heen gazetted.
I understand it has been impossible to
launch a prosecution under the regulation
dealing with soap making, but that the pass-
ine of this Bill will make the regulation
operative. The diffienliy is that a member
will not then have the ordinary remedy of
being able to move for the disallowance of
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the regulation, beeaunse it will he in foree.
The regulation reads—

General Standard for Soap. Soap is a pro-
duct derived from the action of a solution of
alkali on fats, oils, or resins. It shall contain
not less than 39 parts per centum of farty
acids, of which not more than one-third may
be resin acids. It shall contain not more than
one-tenth of one part per centum of free
eanstie alkali, and not moere than threc parts
per centum ot carbonate of soda. It shall not
contzain  any eother substance except water,
perfume, and permitted colouring matter.

Svap-making would ordinarily be one of the
casiest indusiries to launch, but if the regu-
lation becomes operative, practically nobody
wHl he able to stavt in the industry unless
he employs a dqualified chemist. T de
not think that is aliogelher what we
want to provide, to say that no one in this
State shall start in the soap business with-
out emploving a qualified chemist. At pre-
sent very little soap is heing exported from
this State.

The Minister for Lands:
i5 exported now.

Mr. SLEEMAN: During the past few
years the quantity has bheen considerably de-
creased. The official figures from the Cus-
toms Departmeni show that in 1929-30,
345,700 lbs. of soap, valued at £4,898, was
exported; in 1930-31, 107,467 lbs, valued
at £1.511; and in 1931-32, 77,877 lbs,
valued at £883. PFrom 1929 to 1932 the soap
exported from the State dropped in value
from £4,898 to £883. T have been told, and
believe, that the poorer class of soap ex-
ported from this Staie went to the Islands.
At present, that elass of soap is being
manufactured in the Eastern States, so the
trade has been lost to Western Anstralia.
We do not want to lose trade that rightly
should be ours. The Minister will agree
that we shounld retain as much of that export
trade as possihle. Some action should be
taken to conserve that trade to ourselves.
The Bill will have the effect of making the
soap combine stronger and it will be very
difficult for any person io start in the soap
industry in this State. I want the Bill 1c-
committed for the purpose of further con-
sidering paragraph (e) of Clause 2.

A fair amount

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [5.3}: Members had
full opportunity to disenss this Bill when it
was before the House on Thursday last. As
a matter of fuct, the very argument szh-
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mitted by the member for Fremantle con-
vinces e of the tecessity for the inelusion
of the word “soup” in the interpretation
clause. Tf we export an article, I suggest
to the House we should at least export an
article true to name. There is not likely to
be any obslacle placed by the Health De-
partment in the way of a person who desires
to manufacture sonp for export. The de-
partment iz a Government institution and
will assist, as far as it pessibly can, persons
desiring fo manufacture articles in Western
Australia. T admit the question was not
raised when the Bill was befove the House,
hut the reason for the inclusion of the word
was so that persons would not he sold sub-
stitutes. We thercfore clearly define what
soap should contain. In fairness to people
who buy an article. we should ot least give
them the same protection as we give them in
the case of other manufactured articles. The
lon. member suggests we might inelude
tohaceo: bhnt we should have the authority
to sav that soap shall contain the right
qu:mtit.v of necessarv ingredients.  There
will be no hardship imposed. The Leader
of the Opposition was eonsidernbly pestered
last vear becaunse of the poor class of soup
that was being put on the market. e drow
attention to a larze pareel of soap that had
heen bronght to his reom on nne oceasion,
in order to show the poor class of soap that
was bheing pnt on the market, for the pur-
pose, T would sugzgest, of misleading the
publie.

Mr. Sleeman: Buat now the business goes
to the Fastern States.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If we
are importing a poor class of soap, we shall
he able to restriet or prevent the sale of it.
T feel suve the member for Fremanile has
not been approached by the soap manufae-
turers in his own clectorate.

Ar. Sleeman: We want to stop the com-
bine from wetting n higger grip on the in-
dustry.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
manufucturers had approached the hon.
mwember. no douht they wonld also have ap-
proached me. This is the fivst thme T have
heard of opposition to the provision, which is
designed to proteet the purchasing publie.
I think the hon. member might give the mat-
ter very serious consideration hefore he has
the alteration made.

My, Sleeman: You said a large quantity
is still being exported.

[ASSEMBLY]

The MINISTER FOR [LANDS: A con-
siderable quantity was exported during the
past year. Very little has been exported
irom the State outside of our primary com-
modities, What we desire to do is to give
employment to our workmen, but if we ex-
port a soap not true to its name, we shall
very soon lose the market that is available in
the Islands. The manufacture of soap does
not require the services of a chemist at all,
as the heon. member must kuow., Resinons
matter is not useful in the manufacture of
soap and we should limit the quantity of it
which can be nsed. Again, a very large,
quantity ol eaustiec would soon not onlv rot
clothes, but would also probably set np very
severe skin irritation, L am of opinion that
we ean depend] on the adviee given to us by
our Principal Medieal Officer and the Health
authorities. They have no desire to prevent
the manufacture of goods that ean be sold
not onlty in Western Australia but exported.
With respeet to the question raised by the
member for Katanning (JMr. Piesse}, 1 tell
the House that the clause he suggests would
be nlmost unworkable. We say that Cluuse
9 of the Bill will provide for all that is re-
quired. Clause 9 gives perntission to Health
anthovities to instal o sewerage svstem in a
preseribed area. 1 am not eonvineed by the
cuse submitted by the hon. member. It is a
very long c¢lause and the adviee thut I re.
ceived is that it would be alinost impossible
to work under it. It might be all right for
the people of Katanning, who may enter inte
some kind of agrecinent. There is no objec-
tion to saying that the local authorilies may
enter into an agreement with a number of
their ratepayers, nor do I think the House
would object to that, and in that agreement
they could set out what the conditions are;
but 1 would craw the atiention of members
to some of the provisions of subelauses 5 and
6 of Clause 10—

Any amount payable to the local anthority
under any such agreement shall be and re-
muin, until paid, a charge upon the premises
to which the agreement refers, and on all the
owner’s cstate and interest therein, as if the
agreement had contained an express charge
to that effect, und the personal obligation to
make the paymments stipulated for in the
agrecment, and to perform and observe the
terms thereof shall he binding not only on
the original party but on every subsequent
owner of the premises, but se that no persen
shall be liable personally for the making of
any payment or the discharge of any obliga-
tion whieh shall acerue due or arise after he
has ceased to be the owner of the premises.
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(6) The obligations of the local anthority
under any such agreement shall be enforce-
able by the oewner for the time being of the
premises as if they had been cafered into with
him.

That provides that a sewerage system might
be installed for the benefit of one person,
who would have to enter into an undertaking
to pay the cost thereof, by way of an annual
charge for interest and sinking fund. If the
system is connceted with another property,
then the owner ot that property has to bear
50 per cent. of the cost. Eventually, when
other properties are connected, the person
who originally had the system installed would
arrive at the position when he would be get-
ting the cost paid by the other owners. Un-
less some better argument iz brought forward
than that which has been submitted to-day,
I suggest that the House do not agree fo the
recommitial of the Bill.

Amendment put and negatived.

Question put and passed.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
ordered that so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as to enable the Bill to pass
through its remaining stages at this sitting.

Third Beading.

Bill read a third time and returned to the
Council with amendments.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED.
1, Traftic Act Amendment.

2, Tenants, Purchasers and >Mortgagors’
Relief Act Amendment (XNo. 1).

3, Swan Land Revesting.
without amendment.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1932-33.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from 23rd November. Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.

I"ote—Deparimental, £70,653 :

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [3.13]:

There is very little in these Estimates of
a debateable character that one might pro-
fitably diseuss. Although our Loan expen-
diture for last year amounted to £1,380,000,
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unfortunately our net public debt increased
to the extent of £3,144,000. That is due
to our large deficit which had to go into
our Loan indebtedness. It is unfortunate
that this State, in ecommon with the others,
is in such a financial position on account
of its revenue Estimates, for whilst our net
public debt increased by more than £3,000,-
000, the actual Loan expenditure was £1,-
380,000. Had the total loan expenditure,
debited agninst the State, of over £3,000,-
000 heen incurred on works of a develop-
mental nature, we¢ would have had some
asset to show for it. Pessibly a fair pro-
portion of the amount would have heen
spent on works of u veproductive character,
As it is, whilst our public debt has in-
creased by over £3,000,000, even assuming
that the £1,380,000 of Loan money was all
expended on wealth production or vepro-
ductive works, there is still that difference
between the two figures for which the State
has no tangible asset, and nothing that
will give a return either towards interest
or sinking fund in the years to come. That
is the unfortunate poesition this State and
the other States have found themselves in
during the past few years. The floating
deht of this State at the end of June, as
the Treasurer has stated, amounts to more
than £8,000,000. That is a very large sum,
The floating debt of Anstralia as a whole
amounts to £82,000,000. It is a very serious
position that there is this amount at eall,
as it were, on short-term Treasury hills. T
think £37,000,000 of the £52,000,000 is held
in Tondon or overseas. I suppose that the
Commonwealth Government, in associalion
with the Loan Council, have realised how
important it is that a start should be made
with the funding of that floating debt. The
time seems to be opportune for this, having
regard to the London money market where
our stocks are comparatively high, higher
than they have been for many years, and
the fact that the rate of interest is very
low. I think the bank rate of intevest in
England to-day is only 2 per cent. 1 do
not remember that it has ever been down
as low as that. No¢ doubt the Common-
wealth Minister in London is watehing the
position closely. In the best of cireum-
stances it will take some years to fund
such a large amount as £82,000,000. We
cannot hope that even a quarter of thia
sum can be funded at one time. It will
have to be a gradual process, bui will
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greatly relieve the anxiety of the Loan
Council and of the controlling authorities
of the Commonwealth Bank. L[t must be a
great source of anxiety to the Common-
wealth Bank Board to have sueh a large
floating debt. I believe about £45,000,000
is in Australia alone. No doubt that is the
reason why the chairman of the board was
anxious to float a loan of £20,000,000 so
that a portion of the floating debt in Aus-
tralia could be cleaned up. It is desirable
that it should be cleaned up hecaunse, as the
Premier knows, the amount is being in-
Ccreased eve o

The Premier: Every day.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This vear the esti-
mated deficit for all the States is, I think,
£9,000,000. At the end of the financial
year that money will be added to the float-
ing debt. It is piling up to an enormons
extent, and makes the position very un-
safe. Bome atiempt should be made to get
a portion of it funded so that the amount
of £82,000,000 shall not be increased. It
is very high at present, and onght to he
reduced at every available opportunity.

Hon. J. C. Willcoek interjected,

Hon. P. COLLIER: All the Governments
in Australia are positively in the hands of
the bank. I have no doubt that Sir Robert
Gibson is anxious not fo increase the float-
ing debt. It is a responsibility for the
bank to have this money practically at
call. I notice that the tofal expenditure
last vear on water supply and sewerage
and development of agrienlture ae-
counted for £1,000,000 of the £1,380,-
000. Of the estimated expenditure this
year, mnamely £1,955,000, those two
items, together with railways and
tramways £267,000, total £1,700,000, leaving
a very small sum available for all other re-
quirements. I do not question the amounts
set down. Mo doubt the Treasurer has given
the matter very careful consideration, and
found he is unable to do with a less amount
for the three items I have mentioned. On
roads and bridges the sum of £2,000 is to
be spent. T do not know that we have ever
had a year when the expenditure on such
works has been so small. and fortunately so.
That is due Jargely to the fact that we have
had special grants from the Commonwealth,
not loans, for expenditure on roads, and it
has relieved the Loan Estimates this vear
and also last year, of what in former years
was a considerable sum. In the first year
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of the Commonwealth grant, we had to find
pound for pound. I think, largely by the
offorts of the member for South Fremantle
(Hon. A. MeCallum), the contribution by
the State was reduced to 15s. In one year
I recollect having to find about £300,000
from Loan money as our shave of the ex-
penditure associated with the Federal Aid
Roads Grant.

The Premier: It was £286,000 on the 13s.
lusis,

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was all wrong.
If the Commonwealth Government econsid-
ered it an obligation of theirs to provide
money for road purposes, that money ought
to have been free, as it is to-day. It may
be argued that it was not a funetion of the
Commonwealth to come into the picture and
provide for this work. Having decided to
do so, however, the restrictions they placed
upon the expenditure, not only of their own
money but of the coniributions by the States,
whether pound for pound or 15s. in the
pound, were altogether unfair, and resulted
in a considerably higher cost of adminis-
tration than would otherwise have heen the
case,

The Premier: They got their share by
special taxation, whereas we had {o borrow
ours,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. They had
plenty of money at the time, and it came
from revenue derived from special taxation.
No doubt the large sam of money they were
raising for these grants from revenue was
in a large measure responsible for the in-
crease in special taxation.

Hon. A. MeCallum: They imposed special
taxation.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, and it enabled
them to pay the money and show a profit
on the deal.

The Minister for Works: In one year they
made a profit of £460,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and made good
fellows of themselves in addition. There
was every inducement for the Commonwealth
to embark upon this kind of assistance when
they conld make a profit out of it.

Hon, J. C. Willeock: And we could nof
spend the money unless it was called a
Commonwealth grant,

Hon. P. COLLIER: In the beginning it
was desired that every one of the roads
that were built out of these funds should
be identified as, “This road was made by
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Comumonwealth grant=" 1t was a sort of

propaganda all over the Commonwealth.

The Minister for Works: They were to he
known as Federal aid roads.

Hon. P. COLLIER: So thai at election
time the Federal candilates, when travelling
round the country electioneering, would be
able to point to the norices on the gun trees
and all over the place, showing what had
been done,

The Minister for Works: There was no-
thing new about that: thex copied it from
America, -

Hon, P. COLLIER: By 3 special tax, the
taxpayers were finding the money, and the
Commonwealth were making a substantiai
profit out of the deal. )

The Premier: In those days we had to
keep the roads in repair for 20 years.

Hon. . COLLIER : We protested againsi
this form of advertising, and succeeded In
keeping the notices off the roads. In faet,
we refused to do it. That was part of the
agreement which was not earried out.

The Minister for Agriculture: Did they
come within the eategory of unsightly hoard-
ings?

Han. P. COLLLIER: N¢ doubt they did.
Nt course, the State Governments had every
neentive to make the best pessible use of
the money, and spend it in the most econo-
mical way, and in parts of the State where
it was mostly needed. The expenditure
should not have bheen subjeet to the
approval of the engincer who was heve to
represent the Commonwealth Government.
I see there iz to bhe expended on railways
during the year an amount of £267,000.
Looking down the list T notice there are not
any new lines. I am not surprised af that,
herauze it is hardly a time when we can go
on extending onr railway mileage since we
have so large a mileage working at reduced
speed, as it were, with not sufficient for it
to do. But T sugeest to the Government
that in these timez we might utilise the un-
emploved lahour, to which sustenanee iz he-
ing paid, to earry ont earthworks wherever
possible. I believe this is being done on the
authorised railway from Bovup Brook to
Cranbrook; I saw somewhere that a numher
of sustenance men are emploved there. If
we are ever going to huild a line, that is
nzeful work; not like spending money ou
clearing land which, if it he not brought
into use immediately will, in the course of a
few years, revert io its original state. Earth-
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works carried out for the construction of
new lines will not deteriorate; in faet they
will improve. because they will set and
harden. Then if cver the time comes when
the rails can be laid, the earthworks will he
all ready for them. The bar to the comple-
tion of any railways just now is the cost of
rails, which is 50 very high. DBut this iz the
time, while we have so large a number of
unemploved, that they might be put on to
ailways which it is proposed to build when
the time is again opportune; not on some
lines which, although they are authorised,
[ do not helieve will ever be built. I do not
propose te name them at the moment, but
there are one or two lines in that category,
and s0 [ hope the Government will exercise
discretion and Jeave alone those lines not
likely ever te be completed.

Mre. 4. 1. Munn: Hope deferred maketh
the leart sick.

Hon. P, COLLIER : The line to which the
hon. member vefers is one on the earthworks
of which I would have put unemployed men
two vears ago: I mean on the authorised
section of that line, not on the proposed new
section.  Undoubtedly the hon. member has
been neglected in that regard. [ do not
know why the Government should overlook
all the besutiful country stretching from
the Great Scuthern towards Fremantle.

Tle Minister For Lands: You should he
careful.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. | will get
“Hansard” to make a special note that this
was drawn from me by the interjection of
the mewber for Beverley. Water supply and
sewerage, {720,202, is 4 comparatively large
sum having regard to the total, but I have
no doubt it is required. The information
ziven on the Estimates is not very clear as
te what portion of this is to be expended
on the hill: seheme, the new scheme.  The
Minister for Works is aware of the serious
position that lies alead, within a few vears
time, in regurd to the water supply for
Perth. It was remarked on the Revenue E=-
timates that the position cannot be met in
the course of a year or two, that the scheme
will oecupy from four vears to seven vears
to complete, although no doulbt water will be
available progressively year by year. It is
unfortunate that this expenditure should he
necessary these times, when the compara-
tively =mall amount of loan money is so ur-
gently needed in wealth-producing  diree-
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tions. Although the water is essential to
the ecity and will, 1 suppose, pay interest
on the capital expenditure, still it will not
=erve to inerease our wealth production in
any way.

The Premier: Tt will mean increased tax-
ation.

Hon. P. COLLIER : 1t is a neceszary coun-
venience, but it will increaze taxation on
the ratepayer and will not increase the
oods or commodities or wealth of the
State in any way. So, as 1 say, it is rather
unfortunate that it cannot be avoided.
These ave times when every pound of money
that we have, whether loan money or re-
venue, should be expended in a direction
of producing something, inecreasing the
wealth of the State, developing the State.
and nob on conveniences or things of that
kind. Because even though prices he low,
unless we are able to inerense our produe-
tion we, as a State, must go out of exist-
ence. It seems rather a contradictory siate-
ment to make but, even though we produce

at a loss, we must keep on produeing if-

the State is to survive. So all the money
available should he expended in that
direction. For the development of the gold-
fields the amount set down, £26500, is very
smail, but it might be said that the goldfields
are ahe to look after themselves. T saw in
this afternoon’s paper that the price of gold
is now nearly £8 per ounce. It is a wonderful
figure of course, and the goldfields generally
are responding to the enhanced price of gold,
for the aetivity and buoyaney of the industry
is greater than it has been for many wvears
past. Few people outside the goldfields
realise the great part the increased price of
gold, together with our increased gold pro-
duction, has played during the last few years
in helping the State over its difficulties, Bad
as things have been and are, they wonld have
been infinitely worse: all avenues of trade
and commerce wounld have felt their diffienl-
ties to a much greater extent bhut for the in-
ereased price of gold and the incressed gold
produetion.

The Premier: There is no doubt about ihat.
There would have heen a far larrer number
of wnemploved.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, the number of
unemploved would have been doubled, be-
cause there are 2,000 more wages men em-
ployed in the mining industry now than there
were a few vears ago. And thai does not
take into account the many hundreds zeat-
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tered all over the goldfields areas prospecting
and working on their own aceount. There
has been an increase of 2,000 in wages
employees alone. And, of course, wages
are paid every fortnight and the money is
put into eirculation immediately. Unlike the
agricultural and allied industries whose re-
turns come in only once a year, the gold
mining industry pays wages every fortnight,
thus fertilising other industries from week to
week. And then there are all the other in-
dustries providing for the wants of those en-
gaged in gold mining, and there are the
tradesmen, the butchers, the bakers, the
grocers, all ministering to the gold mining
industry,  So that industry is employing
a very great number of people and undoubi-
edly has been a real godsend to the State in
the times through which we have heen and
still are passing. But even though the price
of gold is so high, it does not overcome the
difficulties of many hundreds of men engaged
in prospecting and who are without neces-
sary facilities for treating their ove, or with-
out a water supply. And not all of them are
on gold. Many of them are not getting any-
thing, while others are carrying on on low
values. So I hope that wherever the field
warrants it, this amount set down on the
Estimates will be excessed if necessary,
whether for the provision of water supplies
or for the erection of batteries to provide
crushing faeilities. 1 notice there has been a
very great demand on the AMines Department
during the last two years to provide erushing
facilities for the prospeector, beenuse of the
large number of men that have gene out and
the rush of ores that has come upon the bat-
teries. Of course the department has to be
cautious in erecting batteries until they know
whether this Tush of ore is going to be con-
tinucus, for a few years at any rate. I hope
that wherever possible those necessary facili-
ties will be furnished to those engaged in this
very lucrative industry which is doing so
much to help the State over its difficulties.
In addition to the total amount, £1,955,355
set down on the Loan Estimates this year,
there is the special grant of £145,000, men-
tioned by the Treasurer. for other forms of
relief. It means that for the year the amount
available will be £2100,885. It is a con-
siderable improvement on the money that hag
been available during the last three years,
and should help us on to a hetter state of
things. It will be needed, of course, in order
to velieve the position of the unemployed,
more particularly as the primary producers



[29 NovEMmBER, 1932.]

will not be able tv employ so many men this
vear. Of course all those engaged, whether
in the pastoral, the agricultural or the timber
industry, our principal primary industries,
are right down to the minimum in point of
employment. They have not the money, and
that means a greater demand on our Govern-
ment to find work for the large number of
men displaced because of the depressed con-
dition of the pastoral and agricultural in-
dustries.
The Premier: And timber too, of gourse.

Hon. P. COLLEER: Yes, the timber
industry has never heen at =uch an ex-
tremity.  For any vears the industry
used to employ upwards of 3,000 men,
whereas to-day it is down to a few
hundred employces. With wheat and wool
and timber as they are, the outlook unfor-
tunately is very had for those unemployved.
So I am glad this little extra amount of
loan money, as compared with last year and
the year bhefore, is availoble this year for
the purpose of finding employment. I sce
that the Loan Council at its last meeting
decided 1o raise 22 millions for the year,
being six millions for ordinary loan work
and seven millions for unemployment, while
the other nine millions is to go to meet the
deficits. No doubt our deficits are a great
load to us all over Australia; otherwise that
nine million pounds would have been of dis-
finct advantage. lLast year our defieit
amounted to £1,557,896, whilst at the same
time we had only £1,380,000 available for
expenditure. Therefore the £9,000,000
which will be required to meet the deficits
of all the States this year will be no assei.
If the money were available for develop-
ment or other purposes, it would be much
better for the States and for the Common-
wealth. I have nothing further to say on
the general discussion on the Loan Esti-
mates. The money available is very limites,
and there will he great difficulty in making
it go as far as one would like it to go. There
are one or two items that perhaps require
explanation, but they c¢an be dealt with
later.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.46]:
Before the vote is passed, I wounld again
bring under the notiece of the Minister for
Water Supply the puosition of the vesidents
at Swan View. During the past few warm
days they have again heen complaining to
me about their difliculiy in getting a proper
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water supply. Therefore, I ask the Minister
to give consideration to the matter. Some
six months age I suhmitied it to the under-
secvetary for consideration, but althongh
an admission was made that an extension
would have to be laid, the reply was thai
funds were not available. T it is at ali
possible, T hope the Minister will try to do
sometling to make funds available te ve-
lieve the situation. Tt is ecertainly acute.
The residents are paying for the water they
uet, but they are anxiouns to secure a more
ample supply, which they are unahle to ob-
toin hecause of the very small diameter of
the pipes that convex water to the distriet.
Water is very necessary {fo these peopln,
particularly in the middle of the summer.
Tt is essential that they should have an ade-
quate supply. Another matter I have men-
tioned hefore is the extension of the Beau-
fort-street tramway. I notice that a small
sum is put on the Loan Estimates for rails
and fasteners. I have bheen urging for the
past two years that the Beaufort-street
tramway should be extended to Salisbury-
street, a distance of ahout one-third of a
mile from the present head of the line, in
order to give transport facilities to the resi-
dents there. I would impress upon the Min-
ister, and also upon the Treasurer, now thut
he is present, the necessity for making fonds
available for the extension of that line from
Dundas-road to Salishury-street. There are
no hus facilities at the head of the line, nor
is there a taxi serviee running in the distriet.
The loeality is beginning to go ahead. Many
houses are heing ereeted. and the majority
of the people who live there have to come
into Perth to weork in the various shops and
fuctories to earn their living. At present
they have to walk from half a mile to a mile
in order to get to the tram, and that takes
up a considerable part of their time. The
tram service is certainly a fairly geood one,
but there shonld be a duplicalion of the
ling, so that the time oecupied in travelling
may be lessened. The residents were agitai-
ing for lhe tramway extension during the
previens Government’s term of office, and I
understand that one of the land companies
at that time was willing to contribute £1,000
or 50 towards the cost of extending the line.
The fact remains that there is a big popu-
lation in the district that would be served
by the tramway extension. Many young mar-
ried people are living there, and, naturally,
are now hringing up families. The women
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have te push perambulators, hoth in sum-
mer and winter, for lalf a mile or a mile
Letore they ean reach the head of the tram-
line. T have no doubt, the population
in the distrier will increase very rapidly as
Perth goes ahead. There ave excellent build-
ing sites available, and the distance is only
three miles from Perth.  Proper trausport
fucilitiex ~shonld be made available to the peo-
pte living there. Samething should also he
done in connection with the draining of the
Bavswoter area. It is now some ten vears
since a drainage seheme  was  consideved.
Plan~ were prepared for the purpose of
draining both Maylands and Bayswater. The
seheme was estimated to cost £130,000 for
Alavlands snd £42,000 for Bayswater., A
drainaze vrate was struck, and many people
have been paying a drainage wafe for the
pust ten vears. Nearly ¢1,000 has heen con-
tributed hy way of drainage rates in the
Buvswater aven, but so far no drainage works
have heen eommenced. There is some ex-
cellevit Jand in the Bayswater distriet whick
could be put to good use if it eould be
drained hefore the warm weather sets in;
hut the water hangs about too leng and in
consenquenee  sours the soil. The people,
therefore, eannot work the land. If there
were a proper drainage system, the people
could ~upport themselves (o a large extent
on their lund, on the small allotment sys.
temy, bat the greatesi problem they have to
face i~ the question of drainage. I hope
this matter will be considered, hecanse even
if a growdliose scheme were not initiated,
sonmething could he done in a small way, It
would give immediate relief and would be
the meuns of providing work for residents
of the distriet. [ know that something ia
being done in the Maylands district, but ¥
bring the matter under the notice of the
Minister with a view to his seeing whether
something cannot be doene in the Bayswater
district. There 1s not mueh else in connee-
tion with the Loan Estimates that one can
speak upon, but T bring those matters be-
fore the House and before the responsible
Minister~ beeanse they are certainly of great
importance to the people concerned.

HON. M. F. TROY (}Mt. Magnet) [5.506]:
The Leader of the Opposition has  very
accurately stated the parlous condition of
the Stute from a finaneial standpoint, 1le
does not see much hope of improvement
while prires remain as they are at pre-
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sent. That, [ think, is believed by all peo-
ple whe know the faets. Frowm time to
time, however, we hear statements, especi-
ally by interested parties, and by the Pre-
nmier himself, to the etfeet that we have
furned the corne. i

The Premier: 1 dn not think ven ean
say that I used that term.

Hon. M, I. TROY : | have heard it more
than onee. That wmay he a way of helping
peeple or encouraging people to face the
difficult times through which we are pass-
ing. 1t may give them hape for the future.
What i= necded more in this country, how-
aver, is not g waving of hands and a pre-
tence that thunes are all right, but faets,
and not platitndes.  If people were told
faets and understood them, we would not
have those oreurrences from day te day
which eause loss to the commymity. To-
day we have a qnantity of wheat heing
held up by Farmers: that is not going lo
help the tarmers, sy far as | can see. It
may assist te a more reasonable and fair
expenditure of the amount that the Prime
Minister has provided for assistance to
the wheatgrowers, but it will not help in
securing a hetter price for the wheat. Tt
is extraordinary to me that these people
are not told the real facts of the situation,
becanse they must know that if the whole
of the 45,000,000 bushels of wheat that
Western Australia has produced this sea-
son is thrown into the ocean, it will not
make much difference to the wheat market.
Leople should be told faets. Certain in-
terested parties say that we have turned
the corner. That is not stating facts, and
it is unfair to the people. How can the
people understand the posilion of the
States and of the Commonwealth unless
they ave acquainted with the facts by the
people who know them? Members ought
to take ndvantage of this debate to let the
neople of the eountry know what the facts
are. The Minister for Lands, when dis-
eu=sing my <pecch on the Address-in-reply
—he speke in the early hours of the morn-
ing—mentioned c¢roakers. He said that he
thought the croakers ought te be optimis-
tie, hut those who give the people facts,
whether the faects depress the people
or not, are not to be blamed, berause they
are doing the proper thing in the eireum-
stances. The people should be told that
there is no money to spend. If there were
less talk about our having turned the corner,
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the people would not be asking for so much
or demanding so much. We know to-day
that there is not the slightest indeation that
we have turned the corner. We hope that
as time goes on there will he a material
change in our prospects and an improved
price for our commodifies overseas; and
that if we do not get back tv the prices
that ruled during boom times, we shall at
any rate get back to intermediate prices. If
we could get hack to 3s. dd. or 3s. 4d. for
our wheat, and about 1s, 2d. for our wool
we could say that the tide had turned, and
that there was every prospect of our making
good inr this eountry. As the Leader of the
Opposition and the Premier have pointed
out, we are not paying our way in Aus-
tralia. Govermments lave huge deficits.
During the last three years the deficit for
this State has gone heyond £3,000,000,
namely, £3,496,000, and last year it was
£1,557,000. All the States of the Common-
wealth have deficits. The only Government
in Australia that has not a deficit is the
Commonwealth Government. We know the
reason for that, They have opporiunities
for raising revenue that we do not possess,
and they have not the same obligations or
responsibilities that we have.

The Minister for Lands: They
every field of taxation open to them.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Even including the
Commonwealth Government, the whole of
Amstralia has gone bhuack to the extent of
£82,000,000 in the last few years.

My, Wells: They did not pay their way
when things were good.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Sometimes they did,
and sometimes they did not. If they did
not pay their way they were creating an
asset. All the harbours, the rzulwqys, thre
public buildings, the \Hltel supplies, and
general agricultural, mining and pastoral
development that we provided represent an
asset, but there is nothing to show for the
£82,000,000. In this State we have a pew
park in the hills, and there are a few other
things on which money has been spent, but
there is nothing which represents any
material asset.

The Minister for Works:
few other things.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The greatest propor-
tion of the money that has been expended
in Australia is being paid to people to do

have
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something which need noi be done immedi-
ately. 1 admit that the water supply
sehemes in the Sonth-West are all right

The Minister for Works: There are other
things besides those.

Hon. M, . TROY; Millions of monecy
have heen spent which have not ¢reated any
material assef. We owe the banks £82,000,-
000, and shall soon owe them £100,000,000,
amd we have no material asset to show for
the money. That sort of thing cannot con-
tinue. There may be a distinction between
a lloating debt and a funded debt. [ sup-
pose that one debt ean be ealled up at any
time, and the funded debt opemtea over a
number of years.

Hon. P. Collier: A foating debt is one
that we may have to pay at any moment,
and a funded debt is passed on to poster-
ity.

Hon, M. F. TROY: It does not matter
what it is; it is a debt. Whether it be a
floating debt or a funded debt, we have it
upon our shoulders. It adds to onr burden.
We have materially added to our liabilities
in the last three years, and we can show
nothing substantial for the ouflay. It has
heen said that the banks can make Govern-
ments default. T do not think they will de
so. LE they did they would pull the house
down on top of themselves. No good would
comne ont of that. The banks could call up
the debts of all their clients, but that would
not help them. I have heard statements
abont the disadvantages devived under the
Fariers” Debls Adjustment Aect, and the.
need for further legislation. If the hunks
could not get their money and legislation
was on the statute-book to enable them to
take action, no good purpose would be
served. The legislation now in existence is
uonly of valuc because of the poodwill or
the conditions and the necessities of the mao-
ment. The banks do not call up these liabil-
ities beeanse they would destrov their assets.
The merchants stick to the farmer and pas-
tornlist hecause they are obliged to do so.
If they took action against the tarmers the
aszets would dizsappear.

Hon. P. Collier: They would reduce the
value of the sceurities if they did thai.

Hon. M. F. TROY : They would certainly
wet nothing. The legislation passed by the
Government is in itself of no veal value.
It has, at most, proved helpful, and has
assisted people to get together, although
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they would have come together because of
their necessities in any ease.

The Minister for Lands: These people
who have sold land on fime payment would
hiave been all right without that legislation,
beeause they had hig deposits in many cnses,
and could have rvecovered possession of the
laud.

Hon. M. . TROY: Many people would
not have done that. Numbers of them did
get deposits, but have ncted in a very high
moral manner in that they have not taken
advantage of the sitwation, In the great
majority of coses the legislation has been
effective only becnuse of the necessities of
the moment. If the merchants, the banks,
and the traders conld have realised on their
assets, they would have done so, but they
did not do so becanse they were in the posi-
tion of getting nothing or heing obliged fo
carry on their elients, TIf the banks fore-
closed to-morrow, we would be powerless,
but the assets would be of little or no value
to the banks. If they called up their over-
drafts to-morrow, their clients could not pay
any more than Governments could pay, and
snch actton would only paralyse everything.

Hon, V. Collier: They eould take posses-
sion of the sceurities, but ecould do nothing
with them,

Hon, M. F. TROY: If they did take pos-
session of the securities we would then have
an opportunity of seeing how they would
manage affairs, and they in turn would have
a hetter understanding of tht complex situa-
tion whieh Parliament is enlled npon to face.
When rending the Auditor General’s report,
I discovered that the Premier had given to
the Commonwealth Government £28,000
when he handed over to them the State Sav-
ings Bunk. ‘There was aun unelnimed amount
in the Savings Bank of £28,000, and the
time had expired when the money could be
eloimed. The Premier went into that agree-
ment so hurriedly that he gave the Common-
weillth Government the whole of that money.
He is constantly complaining ahont the way
in which the Commonwealth authorities he-
have towards this State; and yet despite all
his complaints on the subject and the refer-
ences to his being so marvellous a financier,
he hands over £28,000 which should have
heen kept in the country. Can anyone say
that iz  good finaneing? Tt does nof
refleet mueh credit on the administration of
the Premier when sueh 3 blunder
as that can be comitted. T should like to
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hear more sbout the manner in which loan
funds have been expended. ] find that last
vear #£133,000 wuas spent on railways and
trumways. The Premier referred to the
Meekatharra-Wiluna Railway and one or
two others on which certain snms had been
expended. MHe also referred to the expendi-
ture un harbonrs and rivers of £71,000, in-
cluding Geraldton and Bunbury, and to an
expenditure of £480,000 on water supply,
sewerage and drainage, ond on the develop-
ment of agriculture £588,000. Te stated,
loo, that on the development of mineral re-
sourees only £27,000 had heen spent last
vear. Having regard to the great value the
mining industry is to the State, T say this
was a piflling sum to provide. We know
that the indnstry is preparing its way to-
day and is helping the State very eonsider-
ably.  Notwithstanding this, no more than
that paltry sum has heen provided for its
continued development. When the Premier
woes to Kalgoorlie he patronises a few of
the Nationalists, the Mayor and others, and
says he will do this and that, and declaves
thnt the goldfields are a wonderful help.
But all he ¢an find to help the goldfields
is £26,000.

Hon. P. Collier: He could not help heing
mee to the Mayor of Kalgoorlic whe is so
picturesque.

Hon. M. F. TROY: This yvear £26,000
has heen provided, or £1,000 less than last
vear. That will not do very much good for
the goldficlds, where there is sueh aetivity
in evidence, and where there are such splen-
did opportunities for puliing men into work.
T cast no great blame npon the Minister
for Mines. He eonld not do verv mueh with
o sum like that. In faet, it may be claimed
he has done very well with the money avail-
able and what more could he do? To-day
gold is worth about £8 an ounce. Tt may be
said that the industry is very prosperons,
and does not need any help.  This is the
time, liowever, when we should provide
facilities whereby people ean employ more
men and seeure mare golil.  All the people
on the goldfields are not in a good position.
Muany are working propositians to-day that
could not have heen worked a year or so
ago. Shows are being worked which are only
half the value they were n few years agn,
but hecause of the high price of gold.
those to whom they belong are ahle to make
a Fiving ount of them. Many families have
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gone hack to the goldfelds from the cvostal
greas, and are struggling hard to make lead-
way. In many cases educational Facilities
have heen remuved from the centres o which
these people have gone. Many are a hun-
dred miles from a  railway, are living
in a primitive fashion, and are having
a very hard time. The struggles they ave
going through are equal to those which any
other people in the country are going
through. Now is a splendid opportunity to
provide facilities so that people may pro-
duce more gold. The whole world wants
gold to-day, and is prepared to pay a high
price for it. Tf we lose this opportunity it
will never eome again in our fime. If
other industries revive this will he an indi-
eation that there is a revival in world con-
ditions, and gold will not he so much in
demand. Gold iz dear to-day because some
countries have remnined on the gold stand-
ard, and others must have that commodity to
trade with and with which to pay their debts,
They must get gold at any cost. That is
why there is sneh 2 great demand for it
to-day. OFf course I am pleased to see the
eoldmining indugtry iz having a prosperous
time. The fact, however, that gold iz worth
nearly £8 an ounce is no indieation thag all
the people in the industry are prospervus.
Numbers of persons arve working poor pro-
positions, and being without crushing facili-
ties, have to cart their ore lundreds of
miles. In addition, they have a very high
cost of living to contend with, A paltry
sum of £26,000 is provided for the cold-
mining industry for this year, which shows
the great faith the Premier has in the gold-
fields. T am not complaining ahout the
mmount spent on agricultural development,
Many complaints have been made by mem-
lers, however, regarding the group settle-
ments, The member for Nelson wanted fo
kirow when the Government would give
members an opportunity to diseuss the re-
port of the Royal Commission on group sct-
tlement. An opportunity to discuss that
rjuestion oceurs on the dehate on the Loan
Estimates, but members are strangely silent.
1 should like to know from the Premier how
group settlements are proceeding. 1t is ex-
traordinary how little information is accorded
tons. The whole business seems shvouded in
secreey. The Ciroup Settlement Department
i» administered by the Treasnry, and not by
the Lands Departmeni or the Agricultural

2049

Bank. Al directions emanate from the
Treasury, antl yver the Treasurer gives ws no
information whatever vegarding the devel-
opment of the scheme.

!

Nitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.830 p.m,

Hon. M. F. TROY: T was discussing be-
fore the tea adjournment the need for in-
formation regarding group settlement mat-
ters and Agricultural Bank activities, The
development of agriculture accounts for the
expenditure of £686,000, which represents
at least 25 per eent. of the nmount covered
by the Loan Estimates. We were given to
understand that the position of the Agrie-
cultural Bank was parlous. and that thou-
sands of farmers could not meet their obli-
gations. In those cirenmstances, surely the
consideration of the Loan Estimates pro-
vides the opportunity for the (tovernment
to invite the Committee to discuss the posi-‘
tion of the Agricultural Bank and that of
the scttlers associated with the bank hoth in
the wheat belt and on the group settlements.
The T.oan listimates contain a vote of
£36,000 for group settleinent purposes, Weo
would like to have from the Premier a state-
ment, sueh as was made from time to time
when the Collier Govermment were in power,
indicating  the activities under the Group
Settlement Sclieme, the expenditure anad the
aceomplishments of the settlers.

The Premier. That item of #5G,000 covers
hank advances as well.

Tion. M. F. TROY: Thiz vear £500,000 i=
provided Ffor the Agricultural Bank and
£36,000 for group seftlements. A Roval
Comuission was appointed by the present
Government to inquive into group setile.
ment matters because of the extreme dissat-
isfaction that obtained throughout the areas.
That was remarkable because during the
preceding three vears there had heen a
change in the Administration. The initiaror
of the Group Settlement Scheme ha¥l taken
charge. Fle is the genius who had initiated
the scheme along certain lines and duringr
the whole of the time T was in charge of th:
adirinistration of group seitlement matters,
he had complained that T had departed en-
tirely from his scheme, that costs were ns-
cessive, and that the dissatisfaction existing
was due to bad management. He never
failed to make those assertions. He said
that the settlers were all right, the land wez
all right, the elimate was all vight, but the
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adminizgtration wag all wrong. What was
wrong, now, that a third Royal Commission
of inguiry was necessary? Apparently the
administration of the gentleman who had
conceived the plan was not very satisfactory.
In faet, the whole of the settlers were seeth-
ing with dissatisfaction. The Premicr had
promised all sortz of things and gave them
very little. The worst of it is that he en-
tirely misled the settlers during the time 1
was Minister for Lands because he was con-
stantly making visits to the group areas in
an endeavour to break down a sense of
responsihility that 1 wag endeavouring to
build up. He even took advantage of the
Governor’s visit, which should hdve heen oi
a non-party eharvacter, to tell the settlers
that they were not being properly treated.
He even went to the extent of geing down
to the group nreas and asking people to
write my administration down, That sort
of thing is net done by men! At a time
when there was every necessity for incul-
cating a sense of responsibility among the
settlers, the present Premier, on no single
oceasion during his term as Leader of the
Opposition, ever atfempted to help to build
up such a condition of affairs. He was al-
ways fault-finding, always bitter in his con-
demnation. and always wound up with the
statement that we had no faith in the South-
West, and with the quotation “God speed
the plough”” The trouble was that he left
it to God entirely; he did not endeavour to
assist at all. I want to know what was the
necessity for the appointment of a Royasl
Commnission to inguire into group settlement
matters, in view of the change that had been
effected in the administration of the schema?
The Premier had an opportunity to put
things right; he had the hall at his feet.
He had made thoumsands of promises and
had told the settlers thut their interest pay-
ments would stand over and their valuations
wounld be reduced.

The Premier: Be careful!
anything of the sort.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That statement was
repeated to mme. I was told by settlers that
at a meeting at Jardee the Premier defi-
nitely told the men that their interest pay-
ments would stand over and their valuattons
would be reduced. The Premier in those
days was very active amongst the settlers
and always endeavoured to hinder, never
to help. That is my ubjection. He has
atterly failed in his present administra-

I never said
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tion. As he was in olfice at the time, there
should have been no necessity for another
loyal Commission, yet the Conunission
found that the position was very bad in-
deed. They recommended vital changes. |
do not say that 1 agree with any of their
recomuiendations at all. 1 repéat that
surely there should have been no necessity
for such an inquiry, seeing that the ad-
minstration is now in the hands of the
man who initiated the group settlement
scheme, whoe knew what had to bhe done
and had promised to do all manner of
things that wonld bring absoluie satisfae-
tion. He has been in charge, but he has
not achieved that result, In my opinion,
the appointment of a Roval Commission
and their subsequent inquiry represented
an entire waste of money. I do not know
that any one of their reeommendations
have heen adopted. 1 am aware that there
was some semblance of adoption of one
recommendation, in that an officer has been
placed in charge of group settlement mat-
te's in the South-West district. The recom-
mendation of the Royal Commission, how-
ever, was that the man chosen for that posi-
tion should be of outstanding ability. The
man of outstanding ability has not heen
found. Certainly the officer who has been
placed in charge is by no means of out-
standing ability. His capabilities have been
tested in connection with the Group Settle-
ment Scheme, and have been found want-
ing. I should say that if Mr. Richardson
were here, he would give his opinion of the
ofticer who has been placed in charge. The
officer was connected with the Group Settle-
ment Scheme when money was spent like
water. He has not the experience or know-
ledge that is necessary at the present stage
of the scheme. He was formerly in charge
of the Busselton district and wasted money.
He must have known that things were not
right, but he did not acquaint his Minister.
That officer must have known the position
and, in fact, he should have known it. He
knew that money was being wasted, buf
he did not give the facts to his Minister.
Yet that offieer has been placed in charge of
group settlement administration in the South-
West. If members were to ask what that
officer’s qualifications were they could not
he satisfactorily told. Yet that officer
has been put over the head of others
who have been connected with land settle-
ment for many years, ineluding responsihble
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oflicers of the Agricultural Departinent, [
would instance Mr. Wardle. He was ap-
pointed to carry out the reclazsification of
the group areas and he did it exceedingly
well. T have never seen a beiter classifi-
cation; it was carried out in a masterly
manner, Yet a man of that description is
passed over without the slightest considera-
tivn, and an ofticer placed in charge who
had alveady wasted thousands of pounds,
who knew that that monex had heen
wasted, and had never advised his Minis-
ter regarding the extravagant expenditure.
Yet that officer to-day takes precedence
over capable men who were his superiors
in the Government service. Why that was
done, no one but the Premier knows. He
has not had a long assoeiation with the
affairs of the State and what pull he hasg,
God only knows, He certainly has a most
extraordinary pull. T have already referred
to the officer who carried out such a splen-
did elassifieation of the group areas. Tt
was a faultless classification, and those in
a position to know the value of it mar-
velled at its completeness. T had never met
that officer Defore, hmt after T walked
over group areas week after week for the
purpose of inspeeting lis eclassification, I
came to the conelusion that his was a
masterly effort.
poor counitry on a holding, it was duly
classified.  Yef fhat officer was passed
over entirely. Where the other man eame
from, God only knows, and what pull he
has, God alone knows. His previous asso-
ciation with group settlement adminisira-
tion was certainly not to the State’s advan-
tage. Yet he is put over the hedds of men
who are superior to him in knowledge and
ability. TIn those circumstances, how ean
if be expecied that the adminisirafion of
the scheme will be satisfactory? Of course,
1 know the Premier will say that this par-
ticnlar officer is a wonderful man. On the
other hand, the files will diselose the posi-
tion, and will show that he nust have
known that moneyv was wasted in the past.
If he did not know, then he did net have
the necessary knowledge. There can be
only two reasons for his neglect to advise
his Minister. He either knew and did not
tell his Minister, or else he did not know.
If he did not know, then he was not
fil for the job. We appointed iwo men, Jv.
William Forrest and Mr. Carter of Mary-
brook, to inspect the group areas and ther

If there was one acre of
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condemned the orens unsparingly. Yef the
officer under whose administration the ex-
penditure had been incurred, and which ve-
sulted in those condemmatory reports, is now
in charge of group settlement matters in the
Seuth-West! 1 suggest members read Mr
Carter's evidence betore the Royval Commis-
sion. He iz a man of ability and knowledge
of the South-West. The Premier perhaps
ean justify the appointment. 1 do not know
of a worse appointment; it was one of those
the Premier always makes. He has a tre-
mendous flair for appointing his own pals to
these positions. Lovk where you will, you
see in positions men of very litrle capacity
imposed on the suffering taxpavers of this
country, [ condemn utterly the recent ap-
pointment made in the South-West. It is
extraordinary that we should have an oflicer
of that chavacter appointed, having regard
to his previous wretehed record. There is in
the Bussclton district another officer. not
popular, but immeazurably seperioy to this
man, oue who alwayz stands up to lis jobs
and tells the truth. I do not know his politi-
eal views and I snid 1 do not want to know
them, he would have to do his joh. He did
his job. When the Premier came into offiee
lte announced a new policy. Of course it
was only a sham poliey: he spent thousands
of pounds giving away seed and a few stock
without vesults, and the money was wasted.
The only point in which the recommendations
of the Rowval Commission have heen earried
out is in respeet of the appointment of an
officer for the South-West who has not the
ability for the job. So I have no confidence
whatever in the policy of the Premier,

Hon. P. Collier: Did thex call for applica-
tions for the job, as they are dving for the
post of Commissioner of Police?

Hon. M. F. TROY: No, nothing like that.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a job which is
being fixed up, that of the Commissioner of
Police.

The Premier interjected.

Hon. 1. Collier: We shall see.

Hon. M. F, TROY: This man knew the
faets, but did not let his Minister know. The
other officers did not get a ehance to apply
for the job. This fellow was picked up and
put into a pesition which, T know, he is ah-
zolutely incapable of filling. Where he came
from, nobody seems to know. He ha- no
vecorid in the public serviee, nnd he has been
here only a few years. During the vears
of extravagant expenditure on the groups
he wa< making a name for himself. He
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knew the money was bheing wasted, but he
did not tell the Minister anything about if.
Yet he iz put in charge over all the other
oflicers, some of them immensely snperior to
him. The Publiec Service Commissioner did
not appoint him, the trustees of the Agri-
cultural Bank knew nothing of the appoint-
ment, the man was appointed by the Pre-
mier. So [ want to know from the Pre-
mier something abont group settlement.
There exists the greafest possible dissatisfae-
tion with the administration. The improve-
menfs arve not being maintained, the holdings
are going back, the settlers are not paying
their interest. When on one oeeasion the
Agvienltural Bank took steps to put a set-
tler off his bloek heeause he was not paying
his interest, the bank was foreed to recede
from their posiiion. T Ao wot know which
was right, the bank or the settler, but [
know the bank had to withdraw. On the
other hand,settlers have becn put off their
holdings and this House has not been in-
formed of it. A complete statement of group
settlement ought to be made to the Ilouse.
There have heen little results from the work
of the Royal Commission, and the expendi.
tare on that inguiry was a pure waste of
money. There was no necessity for it, be-
canse a dozen men in the House know all
about gromp scttlement and what iz wrong
with it. The Royal Commissioners found
a great deal wrong in the administration,
hut they were not ungratefnl, for they mads
one reference to what they seemed lo repard
as a suceess. Mr. Yeates, the chairman, dis-
agreed with the other members entively, and
used a happy simile in referring to the wani
of initiative and the want of system. But
the other two members of the commission,
Messrs. Forrest and Broekman, said the
eroup settlement had at Jeast done one thing,
in that it had established the dairy industry
in the South-West. Yet in face of that they
tell Parliament in their report that the set-
tlers who are established in the dairy indus-
try are bankrupt and in a hopeless position.
How can an industry be established when
all those engaged in it are in a hopeless fin-
ancial position and down and out? That is
the extraordinary sort of logic we got from
the Roval Commission: they found the set-
tlers had estabhi-hed the dairy industry but
could not meet their obligations, 1 never
songht to give evidence hefore the Royal
Commission, for I knew more about it than
thex did. They could only take the state-
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ments made to them by people interested one
way or another. No hody of men in a few
months eould hope to get the real truth
ahout group or any other settlement, for
they must first know the individuals in group
scttlement before they could afford to ae-
cept their statements. They had no oppor-
tunity to gauge the individnal or the value
of his evidence, and so their veport is hope-
less and of no use to the House. They were
not in a position to know, and they could
not get that contact which only a Minister
can wet. The Premier knows what ix wrong
with group scttlement. Fad he heen but
reasonably fair, he wounld never have had
any oppesition. 1 have had hundveds of
letters of complaint from group settlers,
but have replied to none of them. I have
done nothing whatever to make the Premier's
administration of gvonp settlement diffienlt.
Tn that respect he suffers in eomparizon with
me, hecanse he lost ne opportunity to ren-
der difficult my administration,

The Premier: Nonsense!

Hon, M. F. TROY: It is a faet. Your
own friends have told me of if, and con-
demmned you for it, men who went to sehool
with you. They were not supporters of mins
politically, but they told me the faets about
vour unfair tactics. The Royal Commission
said that evervthing was wrong with group
settlement, and so I say the Premier should
tell us exactly, how the group settlers stand.
As I stated, T have refused to veply to eom-
plaining letters. If I were in charge of
group settlement to-morrow, T would do the
very best I could for thosze seftlers that are
doing their best, but T would not stand for
the man who is making no effort. There
are plenty of men down there making strong
efforts, and they ought to be encouraged.
But now the whole scheme is again in a tur-
moil, and there is extreme dissatisfaction.
Very few of the settlers ean pay their way,
cven after 10 vears of settlement and after
the writing-down of £4,000,000 capifal on
their properties. It will be said that the
price of butter fat has something fo
do with that. But the price of hutier fat
is the same as it was before the war.
And the group settlement properties in the
South-West are much cheaper properties
than any dairying properties either in New
South Wales or Vietoria. Yet after 10
years of settlement and the expenditure of
six or seven millions, we find that even now
the settlers are down and out and cannot
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pay their interest. So I should like to know
from the Premier just what is the position
in the South-West and what the Govern-
ment propose to do,
in-reply the Minister for Lands had the
temerity to make the assertion that the ex-
penditure and losses on gronp settlement
were due to the mal-ndministvation of M.
Angwin and myself.  The statement was
made in the early hours of the morning
when possibly the Minister was not normal.
He did not state the facis, Announcing
that he would give some figures, he said
this—

To the 31st Marcl, 1924, this State had ad-
vanced £940,780 for group settlement in a
period of a little over two years, During the
first 15 months of the TLabour Government
£1,280,219 was speat, and in the next 12
months £1,195,770., In the next year the ex-
penditure was £1,260,883, and in the following
vear £911,339, The member for Mt. Magnet,
who had so much control and who claims to
have done so much more work than I have
been doing, took control in 1927 and finished
up in 1930. During those four years he spent
£1,260,000, £911,000, £630,000, and £568,000,
this last being the amount on the Estimates.
For the period of two years just closed,
amounts of £209,000 and £67,000 have been
spent respectively. During the whole term no
less than £4,600,000 was written off group
settlement. It is no use blaming the Mitehell
Government for the expenditure, because the
cxpenditure took place during the time the
member for Mt. Magnet was Minister or his
predecessor was DMinister.

It sounds very well, hut the Minister did not
state the facls.

The Minister for Lands:
facts all right.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Let us see how far
they are right. To the uninitiated out at
Gireenhills or York they might appear to be
right, but not in this House. The figures
were probably rvight—T do not say they were
nof—hut they prove nothing,

Hon. P. Collier: XNothing at all.

Hon, M. F. TROY: They certainly did
not prove his ease. I do not know whether
the figures were right or wrong, but for the
sake of argument L shall assume that they
were right. During Sir James Mitchell’s
time, a cerfain amount of money was ex-
pended on the groups, and more money was
probably spent during Mr. Angwin's ad-
ministration, and certainly more was spent
during my administration. The facts ex-
plain the reason for the increased expendi-
ture. The scheme had operated for only a

They are the
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couple of vears under Sir James Mitchell.
Te always complained that he had not had a
chanee to put tije scheme into operation. He
also disclaimed that it was his scheme that
Mr. Angwin and T administered. His
scheme provided for the elenring of 25 ncres,
the ecrection ol a house and the necessary
bnildings and fenees, and the stoeking of
the holdings. All that work was to eost
£1,000. Before he left office, however, the
expenditure on many of the bloeks had
reached £1,250, and very few of the houses
had heen built. The avea of 25 aecres had
not been cleared, no stock had heen pur-
chased, no Eences erected and no equipment
provided. Consequently it was quite natural
that there would nof have been mreat ex-
penditure during his time in office.  All the
heavy expenditure oceurred in the follow-
ing vears when the larger acreage was being
cleaved, when a greater number of men were
being employed, when the houses were heing
built, the equipment provided, the holdings
stocked, and the plots laid down under pas-
ture.  Many of the pastures loid down
proved unprodnetive. Hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds were expended on country
that never produced anything. One ean
hardly believe it, but much of the eountry
was under water for several months of the
year, and no provision had been made For
draining it. The Northeliffe flals were
ploughed and put under pasture vear after
year, and wlen 1 took oftice i rode over

the country and the water waos up to
the horse’s girths. ‘Lhe wmember for

Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) was there of the
tinte. That explains the reasen for the in-
creased expenditure. Then the accumu-
lated expenditure was also earryving in-
tercst. The present Prewmier laid down the
rule that the money should earrv T per
cent, inferest, which was paid out of loan
funds. That principle was uiterly wrong.
All the acecumulated expenditure ecarricd
that heavy rate of interest, and the interest
acenmulations were added to the cost. Con-
sgtjuently it will be seen that the figures
quoted by the Minister for Lands were
utterly worthless.  He knew thexy were
worthless. He knew that the heavy cost
was not incurred in the first yvears of oroup
settlement when the land was heiny setrled.
It was ineurred in the after years. The
addition of interest charges to the aceumu-
Inted expenditure huilt up an immense sum.
The fizures quoted hy the Minister may
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have been vight, but the reasons should
have been given. They can easily be sum-
marised—heavy expendifure, failure after
tailure, the whole scheme wretchedly eon-
cerved, pastures laid down on undrained
land, settlement attempted on the poorest
of land. We condemned 400 locations, and
proof that our action was justified is found
i the faet thai the present Government
have not reinstated settlers on those loca-
tions., There are a few exceptions, and the
(tovernment are pav.ng the settlers on a
tew locations sustenance at the rate of £2
per week. Tt would be possible Lo absorh
all the unemployed in the State by giving
them each a cow, a few pigs and a house
on one of the locations, plus £2 a week
sustenanee, but that i3 not the way 1o settle
the country. Thougy the present Premicr
disagreed with onr poliey of condemning
group areas, the present {iovernment have
actually removed the buildings and have
not attempted to put other settlers on thoese
blocks. Tnterest is still owing on £900,000
expended on properties that have since
been abandoned, and the interest burden
has o be borne by the taxpavers. The
figures quoted by the Minister for Lands
did not aceuratelv represent the position.
The expenditure dunring the term of the
Collier Government was not incurred with-
out good reason. The trouble was the un-
satisfactory manmer in which the whole
scheme had been originated. Fyery Com-
mission that has inguired into group set-
tlement has commented upon the unsatis-
factory conditions that marked the inaug-
uratior of the scheme. The chairman of
the recent Commission on Dairy Farming in
the Sonth-\West made particular veference
to it. He gave a military simile and re-
ferred to the blunders of land selection
and fanlty administration. The next ad-
ministration will again have to shoulder
the burden, because the whole scheme of
group settlement is adrifft. The member
for Supssex (Mr. Barnard) made an extra-
ordinary statement when speaking on the
Address-in-Reply. He said that if the ve-
port of the previous Royal Commission
had heen adopted, there would not have
been so0 much waste.

Hon. P. Collier: The first Royal Commis-
sion ?

Hon. M. F. TROY: No, the Commission
of which JMr. Walier Harper was chair-
man. The present Premier condemned that
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Royal Commission, and now the member
for Sussex has the impertinence to teli us
that it the report of the Commission had
been adopted, everything would have been
all right. One of the represenfatives of
the South-West I’rovinee, My. W. J. Mann,
made a similar statement in ancther place,
though he, too, had previously condemued
the Cammission. The present Premier con-
demned it ntterly and ahsolutely. He =aid
the Commission did not knew what they
were talking aboub.  The Minister tor
lands said that the administration of Mr.
Angwin and myself had been respousible
far the group settlement losses. Th» Min-
ister was o member of that Royal Coum-
mission and he presented a minority re-
vort opposing the views of his eolleagues.
The Minister had not the eourage to -o'l
the faets-—1 am sorry he is not in  the
Chamber at the moment. He is a man of
practical mind, and he must have appreei-
ated the fovece of what wag stated by Mr.
Harper, Mr. Lindsay, Mr. Johnson and
others who sat on that Commission. These
wentlemen were unanimously of opinion
that the group settlement scheme had heen
hadlv based, and required reconstruction,
but Mr. Latham was then associated with
Sir James Mitchell, and he presented a
minority report. There is not a word in the
minority veport of any value whatcver.
That was only to he expeeted: he was
playing, as he often does, the part of 2
political Black Man Friday to the Premier,
and the report did him no cvedit at all. Any-
one reading the reports must realise that
the Commission, with its practical mind,
was right.

The Minister for Works: Tf that were so,
why did not your Government give effect
to the report?

Hen. M. ¥, TROY: We did.

The Minister for Works: That was three
vears afterwards.

Hon. M. T. TROY: Neo, the report was
presented during Mr. Angwin’s administra-
tion, not long hefore he left office. T should
say it was nat quite 12 months before he
left office. The Minister for Lands, who now
talks about mnladministration on our part,
brought in a minority report in opposition
to the constructive report of the Commis.
sion. The Commission proved tn he eor-
reet, and Mr. Latham was wrong. To give
Mr. Latham credit, he did not write the re.
port. It was written for him, and he merely
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signed it. That is the gentleman who now
criticises the administration of my time. He
did not even write the report; it was not
his veport. He did not want to let bis pal
down. T do not blame him for that, but in
face of the faets, he ought not now to eriti-
cise. T should like to know what the Pre-
mier proposes to do regarding the settlers
at Lakes King, Camm and Carmody. The
Minister for Lands condemned us for incur-
ring expenditure in placing seitlers on the
land at Lakes King, Camm and Carmody.
He =aid the preliminary investigations for
the 3.500 farms scheme had cost £105,000,
and previous to {aking possession of their
blocks the settlers were promised a railway.
He added that the settlers had gone oui and
now their position was perilons. Then he
proceeded—

I shail not say that there ix not a consider-
able aren of first class land in that distriet,
but the fact remains that some of the settlers
were placed 70 miles from a raitway, It was
no use putting people out G0 or 70 miles from

a railway, especially at that time, if one knew
what was ahead of this State.

No nne know what was ahead of the State
when those settlers went out there. They
only went out following the practice
of scttlers in this State for manv years,
They went oui shead of railways, as 90 per
cent. of the settlers in this State have done.

Hon. P. Collier: For the last 20 years,
gettlers have done that.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes. Although the
Minister condemmned thai{ area, he has not
removed the seftlers from it. He has re-
moved twelve settlers, but the Minister re-
centlvy admitted, after having visited the
aren, that the settlers were producing mag-
nificent crops. Evidently he does not now
consider that the condemnation of the area
was justified. T should like to know from
him whether he has become satisfied with
the possibilities of the area since he made
the speech I have quoted. The Collier Gor-
ernment were condemned for puiting sef.
tlers in that area.  The prezent Premier
blamed the then Government for their hand-
ling of the 3,500 farms scheme. He ac-
cused the then Government of playing with
it and of having no intention of going on
with it. He eomplained that the Collier Gov-
ernment had dangled the scheme hefore the
eves of the people.

Hon. P. Collier:
Teskle.

He condemned Dr.
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Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes, and said that
Dr. Teakle's statement regarding salinity
Wis nensense.

The Minister for Lands: Dr. Teakle was
not in that area at the time. He was out-
side the rabbit-proof fence.

Hon, M. F, TROY: I am spesking of the
3,500 farms schemne,

The Minister for Lands: I am speaking
of Forrestania.

Hon. P. Collier: That was part of the
scheme,

Ifon. M. F. TROY : The Minister himself
said it was part of the scheme. In con-
demning the scheme he referred to Forrest-
ania as part of the scheme, so he cannot
now say it was not part of the scheme. Be-
ciuse Dr. Teakle condemned some of
the land, and because we took notice
of Dv. Teakle’'s advice, the pre-
sent  Premier eondemned Dr. Teakle.
“Bunkum,” he said, *who would take notice
of n seientist about these matters? We
did not proceed with the scheme. We pro-
ceeded with the ordinary land settlement at
Lakes King, Carmody and Camm, for the
reason that 1 gave the other night. Sir
Charles Nathan and My, J. Gunn approved
of it as part of the scheme, but we did not
ro on with the whole scheme, because in-
vestigation showed if would have been un-
wise to do so. Now, the Estimales provide
for the expenditure of a eertain amount of
money on railway construction, and the
Leader of the Opposition this evening made
a plea that some of the men out of work
ghonld be employed upon earthworks for
new railways. He admitied it was diffienlt
to get rails, owing to the faet that we had
to import them, but he said the earthworks
and other preliminary work could he pro-
ceeded with pending the time when we could
wei the rails. These people should not be re-
fused n railway.

The Minister for Lands: There would he
60,000 bags of wheat in that area.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I do not know. I
have recived a letter from Mr. M. J. John-
son. the seeretary of the association at Lake
King, in which he tells me that the settlers
are very satisfied with their land and that
they have magnificent crops, but that thev
urgently need a railway. As I say, ihe
Lean Estimates provide for the expenditnre
of a cerlain amount of morey on railway

construction.  Why not proceed with the
earthworks?  The land is all vight; the
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climate is all right; and the settlers are a'l
right. All that is needed is a railway.
Whilst T admit the money cannot be found
to purchase rails, at least the unemployed
can be engaged upon the earthworks in pre-
paration for putting the rails down later on.

The Minister for Lands: When do vouw an-
ticipate we shall he able to buy the rails?

Bon. P. Collicr: How could anybody
have an idea of that? It might be next year
or 10 vears hence.

The Minister for Lands:
might.

Hon. P. Collier: If we get round the
corner it might not be very long.

The Minister for Lands: Who said that?

Hon. P. Collier: Evervhody supporting
your party is sayving it.

The Alinister for Lands:
of your party say it.

Hon. P. Collier: It is ecoming from your
side.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

The Tremier: We all wish ourselves round
the corner.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister for
Lands asked me when I anticipated the rails
could he puorchased. I refer the Ministor
to his statement in connection with the rail-
way north of Yuna. He praectically pro-
mised a railway to the people there.

The Minister for Lands: I did not sng-
zest anything of the kind.

Hon. M. F. TROY: T hepe you did not.

Hon. P, Collier: I bave a reply of vours
in which you practically promised n vailway
to them,

The Minister for Lands: I did not.

TLon. P. Collier: You did.

The Minister for Lands: I did not.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY : I have the Minister’s
reply cut out. I think it was a wrong state-
ment for him to make.

Hon. P. Collier: He said the rails were
there.

The Minister for Lands: T said it mignt
he possible to get the rails.

Hon. P, Collier: Yon said the rails were
there.

The Minister for Lands: I did not.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, you did.

Hon. M. F. TROY : T read the Minister’s
siatement in the Geraldton paper. FHe did
convey a promise, and a hope, to the people
that they would get the railway.

Hon. 1. Collier: It was more than a hope.

Of cobrse it

I heard some
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Houn. M. F. TROY: He said the rails were
available,

The Minister for Lands: I say that state-
ment is not trne. 1 did neot make it.

Hon. P, Collier: It appeared in the paper.
I was there the week after vou were, anil
had something to say about it. We heal
vou, too.

Hon. M. F. TROY: It was an utterly
wrong statement to make. The Minister
should not have gone to a distriet and held
out the hope {o the people there that, becaunse
i radlway was being taken up elsewhere the
rails could he nsed for a railway to that
district. I'he Minister may have heen hard
pressed at the time to support his colleagne.
However, 1 take his word that he did not
make the statement, but T will show him the
paper, and he ean make o correction,

The Minister for never made
such a statement.

Hon. ML F. TROY : The people at Lakes
King and Carmody should have the promise
held out to them. if not for a railway, then
that the earthworks for a railway will be
constructed.  If they see that work heing
done, they know they will have a ehance of
getting a railway within a reasonable time.
If within the next two vears things do not
improve in this State, there will not he any
produce to carry over the existing vathways.

Hon. P. Collier: We will not he building
new railways, but closing down the present
ones,

Hon. M. I, TROY: Yes. [t will uot be
possible to carry on the producers in this
State. I hope the Premier will give ns some
idea of what he proposes to do in connection
with the wheat areas. What does he pro-
pose to do to overcome the dissatisfaction
that exists among the wheatgrowers? Lot
the Premier tell ug what interest has heen
pald by the seftlers during all these vears
and whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment further to reduce capitalisation, as I
understand he promised to do.

The Premier: I did nob promise that.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The settlers them-
selves told me so. At the last election, I
was told hy settlers that vou had promised
a further reduction.

The Premier: 1 id not.

Hon. M. F. TROY: You promised them
the earth. Tt is only justice that you should
now do something for them. You are the

[ands: 1
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most eriticised wan in the South-West part
af the State.

The PPremier: I do not rejoice in that.

Hon, M. F. TROY: 1 think yuu descrve
it. [ hope the experience will do vou good,
and that when you are in opposilion again
vou will try to help the administration and
not take the opportunity of making things
more difficult for them, especially when vou
know ihey are doing their he-t. TFurther-
more, T hope vou will refrain (rom inspiring
statements in the Press condemming the ad-
ministration.  The 'remier plaved a very
poor part when L was Minister for Lands.
He is given to platitudes, making misleading
statements, waving his bands and so forth.
He failed becanse he was not practical. How
can one expect practical results from a man
who puts settlers on banksia country and
sand areas? Certainly he has failed and
congequently the sebtlers are entirely dis-
satisfied. When he was in oppesition he
might have assisted the Government Hhen in
power, instead of adopting an attitude for
which I sometimes think he must be sorry,
[ prepose to conclude where I started. 1
have spoken about the dissatisfaction ex-
isting in the State to-day and about the dis-
turbed mind of the people. That is evi-
denced by the present action of the wheat-
erowers. 1 do not wonder that the wheat-
rrowers are holding meetings and passing
resolutions to keep ftheir wheat back. At
the same time, T think it is quite futile for
them to hold if back, but can one wonder at
the attitude of the farmers? They have
heen producing at a loss for some years and
now find themselves heavily buordened with
debt.  Thew are exasperated when they
find that they ecannot get a fair price for
their produce, and the exasperation drives
them to action which, normally, they wonld
nob contemplate. Whilst T consider their
action is futile, I do not object to their
bringing te hear as much pressure as they
possibly c¢an on the Federal Government.
I do not want fo make things difficult for
the present Government by saying they
ought 'to assist farmers, because T know they
have not the resources. T will he candid
and admit that. T do not want fo embarrass
the Government. 1 wish to be perfeetly
fair to them. The method by which .
Lyons is aszisting the wheatgrowers is, how-
ever, in my opinion, pucrile. In the first
place, the assistance 15 inadequate.  That
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may be excused, heeanze it is probably all
the Federal Government ¢an spare: hut they
are throwing a few million pannds to the
farmers as they would throw a hone to a
hungry dog, in n  take-it-or-leave-it way.
Me. Lyons and Mr. Latham, the Fed-
cral  Attorney  Geperal—I am not  now
referring to the Minister for Lands

The Mintster for Lands: You had better
make that perfectly clear, or T will get
Bamed for it, too.

Hon. M. F. TROY: [ will make it per-
lectly elear. Tt is not Mr. Latham, the Min-
ister for Lands, but Mr. Latham, the Federal
Atltorney General.  Neither Mr. Liyons nor
Mr. Latham Eavours n bonus, [ am not alto-
wether in disagreement with them. 1 would
rather not give bonuses to any industry if it
conld be aveided; but in this case some help
must be afforded the farmers, The Federal
Government, however, instead of distributing
the money fairly amongst all the farmers,
have made distinctions which must eanse the
wreatest possible dissatisfaction amongst the
{:.ﬂ'l']llel's.

Hon. P. Collier: I Lhink the State Govern-
ment ought to refuse to distribute the money.

The Minister for Lands: Wait until we are
asked to do so.

Hon. I’. Collier: We are told we shall be
asked to do so0. You ought to refuse to do it
on the basis the Federal Government are
laving down.

Hon. M. F. TROY : The Federal Govern-
ment are providing this money for the neces-
silons farmers. It will be a very diflicalt
matter for any hoard that may be appointed
to select the necessitous farmers.

The I'remicr: It will be difficult to lind ihe
exeeption,

Hon. M. F. TROY : Sometimes the necessi-
tous Farmer may not be the most deserving
farmer.

Hon, P. Collier: Very often.

Hon. M. F. TROY: What will happen, if
that polivy is pursued, is that the muost un-
deserving will get the assistance. The un-
deserving Farmer will bhe helped, while (he
deserving farmer will he pushed oft hi- lold-
ing.

Hon. P. Callier: And you will have to keep
the undeserving farmer all his life.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Could anvihine he
more ridienlous than the propozal of the
Federal Government, or of the party whieh
dominates the Federal Government, because
the party must dominate the Government to
some extent. Humorons as it is to members
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on this side of the House, we note Senator
Johnston intends to move an amendment
in the Senate insisting that the money shall
be fairly distributed. Upon whom is he de-
pending to carry the resolution? The Labour
Party, the party he called enemies a few
years ago.

Mr, Panton: A few weeks ago.

Mr., Corboy: They told the farmer to be-
ware of the Trades Hall, and then they rely
on the Trades Hall,

Hon. M. F. TROY: That is their peenliar
polities.  They arve associating with their
enemies, and are alienating those who should
be their allies. We have this hope at least,
that at the next clections they propose to cut
the political throats of their present ailies.
I hope that the 1"ederal Government will be
compelled to distribute the few millien
pounds they have provided in a rensonahle
and fair mamner. 1 teust the farmers will
keep at them until they have distributed
equally the money, whether it is £1,000,000
or £2,000,000, amongst those who are de-
serving of it. 1 support any action the
farmers may take. Their hold up action is,
in my opinion, futile, It will never get them
anywliere. However, 1 support their agita-
tion to compel the Connonwealth Govern-
ment to distribute this money f{airly and
equally amongst them all. The Premier did
fnot say, when introducing the Loan Esfi-
mates, that we had turned the corner, but on
many oceasions he has referred to the mat-
fer. A few days ago he spoke of the in-
qniries for land that had come from the
Eastern States for the 800 or 900 farms in
the hands of the bank. He said these things
were very comforting. I never saw a man
so easily comforted. He need not go to Vie-
toria or any other Stafe for seftlers. There
are 10,000 men here who would go on the
land if there was any hope of their making
a living in that ocenpation. Evervhody
desires to geb a home of his own at any cost,

whether he lives in this State or any other.”

I do not think we have turned the ecorher,
If the prices we are now getiing for our
primary products continue for another two
Yyears, we shall e an exhausted community.
We shall not be able to pay anything to
anybody. The Government are imposing
heavy toxation. There is no hope that we
shall he able fo pay the interest on the
money that is now being raised. We are
unable to pay off the floating debt to the
bankz, nor are we able to overtake onr de-
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fieit. We are only paying what we are
able to pay, because we are putling cur
hands into the people’s pockets as deeply as
possible, extracting the last coin we can
from them. That sort of thing eannot last
for long. We are trying to live up to a
eerfain standord. We are endeavouring to
maintain that stamdard, and also to enrry
the intolerable barden of war debts. We
cannot do these things on present prices. Our
only hope is that the oversen nations, which
have asked the United States fo postpone
their war debts, will in the last resort de-
elarve that they eonnot pay their debts. T
have always insisted that people should pay
their debis as long as they can make the
necessary sacrifices to do so, Theye comes a
time, however, when they cannot meet theiv
liabilities. We know low the old world
stands in relation to its debts to the United
States, We knew that that day of reckoning
would eome. In Great Britain the authori-
ties said they would pay their debts to ihe
last penny, but even therve, payment eannot
be made. If the nationg cannot pay, we here
cannot pay, although we are paying up as
long as we possibly can. Unless a trade re-
vival takes place, whiech does not seem very
possible, there is only one thing to antiei-
pate, namely that the nations will break
down under the hurden.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a certainty.

Hon, M. F. TROY: That is our only
hope of getting relief. They cannot then
blame us if we, too, break down. The only
doubt ahout the thing is that the breakdown
might not end as happily as we think, bu
that is another chapter. I do not see any
turning of the tide in this country or amy
torning of the eorner. 1 know interested
parties talk about it, but it has not hap-
pened. If the war debt is abolished, the
whole world will improve. We can then
raise our heads and look for new times, and
a new hope will spring up mm the com:
musity,

MR. COORBOY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie}
[8.38]: There are two pavochial matters to
which I desire to refer. The first of these
is the retienlation of the Yilgarn area. 1
regret that no provision has bheen made in
the Loan Estimates for that work. The
Premier is well acquainted with the position
as it has existed there for the last 10 years,
Unfortunately, it is intended that it shall
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continne for af least another 12 months.
During the 1) years over which that area
has been settled, the Agricultural Bank has
diseouraged settlers from putting down their
own water supplics, becanse they are so
close to the goldfields main that when reticu-
lation is provided there the money the sot-
tlers would have spent in providing ther
own water supply would to some extent he
wasted. Tt is time a definite policy was now
adopted towards tlat area. Tn vne sense it
wus unfortunate that the settlers were =0
c¢lose to the main.  Had they heen some dis-
tance away, provision would have heen made
long ago with the money that was then avail-
ahle for the Agricultural Bank to provide
the necessary water supplies. The holdings
are now highly developed, and are well
fenced, and would have heen stocked long
ago. The district would have heen a very
tmportant wool and lamb-producing centre,
and other lines would also have heen grown
there. The settlement has, however, been
hampered for want of water. The policy of
the hank has been to suggest that the set-
tlers are hound to get their water from the
main, but the Government, year after year,
have been unable to find the necezsary funds
to effect the reticulation. 1 assure the Gov-
ernment that any assistance the settlers can
render will be given in the way of carrving
out the reticulation, if the Government will
provide the nccessary materials. I under-
stand that it may be just as difficult to find
pipes for water supplies us it is to find rails
for new lines. TIf it is thonght by the Gov-
crument that the present posifion will con-
tinue, namely, the difficulty of providing
materiuls for the rveticulation of this area,
let them make a pronouncement fo  that
cffect, so that the Agricultural Bank may
provide the nceessary funds io cnable the
settlers to instal”their own water supply.
I appeal to the Government to tell the set-
tlers definitely what the possibilities are for
water supplies in their distriets, and to do
that during the life of the present Parlia-
ment.  Through cireumstanees over which
the settlers have no control, they have all
their eggs in one hasket.  Unfortunately,
they are almost all wheatgrowers only.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is very
good sheep country.

Mr. CORBOY : Yes, hut there is no water
for stock. This is greaily hampering the
further development of the district. The
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Minister for Agricultore was in the loeality
quite recently, Strange to =ay. although this
is valied a dry area, five or six weeks ago
we were matrooned Lor two days hecunse the
whole district was bhogged,

The Minister for Agriculture: It iz the
wettest arca 1 have been in for o long time.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minisler knows the
difliculties whieh confront the settlers there,
and 1 appeal to him to do his hex to in-
fluenee Cahinet to give some eonsideration
to this ynestion as earvly ns possible. I do
not blame the Managing Trustee of the Agri-
culfural Bank. Year after year he has looked
to the Government fo find the necessary
money for the retirulation of this avea, and
he has taken the view that it wonld he fool-
ish for him to provide £100 for each settler to
enabie him to put down a dam, if the Govern-
ment were going to lay on the water to each
block from the goldfields water scheme. The
blocks are highly developed.  There ave
many thousands of acres of magnificent feed
cuing to waste every vear. The land is also
hecomming dirty, Weeds ol various kinds are
making their appearance everywhere, hecause
there is no stock to keep the fallow clean.
One of the best farmers in the distriet finds
that his land is in suel a sfate that it is
almost impossible to work it, not bhecause
of bad farming practice, but because of the
seed of the weeds that blows from adjoining
abandoned hlocks or from Crown lands in

the neighbourhood. Tlis fallow is  being
ruined and he can keep no stock which

would ¢lean it up, The Leader of the Op-
position and the ex-Minister fur Lands have
hoth relerrvd to the question of utilising the
unemploved in the eonstruction of earth-
works for proposed railways. When a few
nights ago we were considering the Esti-
mates of the Lands Department, I congrat-
ulated the Government on having proceeded
with the survey of the Sounthern Cross South-
wards railway, through the mining settle-
ment. I, too, would like to plead that the
Government should follow up that survey,
and utilise some of the money that iz avail-
ahle for the velief of unemploved in carry-
ing out the necessary earthworks, follow-
ing the survey of that line. Even though it
is impossible to get rails just now, we counld
make the necessary provision to have every-
thing ready for the laving of the rails when
we ean get them. It wonld be much sounder
to make the necessary preparations for giv-
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ing railway facilities to those settlers, and
prepare for the day when we shonld he ahle
te huv the materials, rather than to fritter
maney away as it has heen frittered away
in some instanees. Aost members of Cab-
inet are acquaivted with the area [ am speak-
ing of. The Premier knows it, ag does also
the Minister for Agriculture nnd the .\ttor-
ney General. The settlers to whein T have
veferred have done magnilicent work. They
were zent intn the district to recover their
health, after working on the mines in RKal-
woorlie and Boulder.  In the majurity of
cases their health has matervially improved,
They have done an immense amonnt of work.
The Agricultural Bank has established them
according to sound farming practice. It in-
sisted on their  fallowing every ineh of their
country before they sowed their crops. Hav-
ing heen stavted off under the hest farmming
practice, the settlers have developed their
blocks to the highest poessible standard.
They eannot now get any further advances
for improvements, Some of the scttlers are
36 miles from a railway,  The necessary
survey has now heen carried out, and I ap-
peal to the Government to follow that up
with earthworks. Even if we can do no
more at present, let us preparve for the day
when we shall be able to do more. Let ns
prepare the track and provide sueh faeili-
ties as will expedite the laving down of the
rails when they are proeurable. 'The set-
tlers concerned arve producing great wealth
for the country, and ought to he given a
chance to carry on without the encrmous
handicaps they have to contend with, namely,
the transport difliculty, in addition to the
impaired health from which so many of them
are suffering.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.45]: T regret
that the Loan Estimate: provide for the
expenditure of £5.000 only in connection
with the cleetric power station at FEast
Perth. I cannot lenrn from the Estimates
just how that money is to be expended, but
I presume it is for replacements,

Mr. Corboy: No. it is for the expenses
attached to sending an oflicer to London
to sell the power house.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Then it may be monev
well spent.

Mr. Corboy: You should not complain
abont the small provizion if you want tha
power house to be sold.
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My, SAMPSON: Tt is necessary that the
provision of electri¢ enrrent should be ex-
tended to the outer suburban areas, and T
hope the Government will be able to give
consideration to that ruestion. The worlk
will be repreductive in the proper sense of
the word. The long period during which
no rain falls in certain parts of the Stat-
makes it cssential, if land is to be worked
profitably, that water supplies shall be prn-
vided. The onlv way that ean be done is
by the extension of the rahles fo the outer
suhurhan arveas so that electric pumps may
be used to provide the necessary water sup-
plics. Many settlers are unable to earry on
to-day heeause of the ahsence of those faeil
ities. Tn the civeumstances, I appeal to the
Treasurer to give consideration to the re-
quiremients of the people I have in mind.
fireat is their need, and in many instancer
failure is attributuble to inahility to secure
water supplies. I do not desire to speak
at any length on the Loan Hstimates, but
I thought it my duty not to allow them to
be passed without stressing the necessity for
the provision of electric enrrent in the outer
suburban areas for the purposes 1 have in-
dicated, and I trust eonsideration will bo
yiven to that matter,

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [8.47]: I
shall not delay the Committee for long be-
cause 1 recognise the necessity for the
Loan Hstimates being put through. I ap-
preciate the fact that the Estimates econ-
tain provision for the expenditure of £20,-
000 on work at the Bunbury harbour. I
trust that the Bstimates will be passed by the
Committee without delay and that the Pre-
wier will act promptly in pntting the work
in hand at Bunhury. It rvequires urgent
attention. Last year I referred to the con-
dition of the harbour, and went so far us
to have an inquiry held inte the whele
position.  Even so, the inquiry was nat
satisfactory, and to-day the harbour is in
aeed of most urgent attention. The silting
up has progressed to such an extent that
immediate dredging is required extensively.
i refer to dredging apart from that which
is heine carried out to-day to provide one
berth. This weel another boat had to
pass Bunbury because there was not the re-
quisite depth of water available alongside
the jetty to permit of berthing. That cm-
phasised the necessity for providing not
only the berth that is being dredged now,
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but additional accommodation to enable
hoats to take the goods that should rightly
be shipped from Bunbury, I bupe the ex-
peaditure of the £20,000 provided on the
Estimates will be the minimwm, because of
the £500,000 originally provided for the
construction of the Bunbury harbour, an
unexpended balance of about £29,000 still
remains.  In those circumstances, I hope
the Treasurer will be able to find mere than
the £20,000 for necessary work at Bunbury.
The reconditioning of the road to Roelands
-juarries and the vailway on the breakwater
will absorb a ecousiderable proportion of
that amount hefore the actual work on the
tarbour ean be started. The Minister for
Works showed me the plans of the pro-
posed harbenr improvements and I amn sat-
wsfied that if the work is earried out Bun-
bury will benefit appreciably as a result.
T am sovrry no prevision has heen made on
the Estimates for the drainage work at
Glen Tris. 1 referred to that mat-
tet when speaking on the Address-in-Reply
and I had hoped that the Loan Estimates
would contain some item that would en-
able the work to be carried out. 1 have
received an appeal from one of my con-
stituents who is making an application for
compensation beeause of damage done to
his property over a period of years on ae-
count of the constant flooding of his hold-
mg. Had that work been provided for in
the Estimates, it would have involved the
expenditure of from £6,000 to £10,000, and
it would have meant that instead of
nment being sent long distances from Bun-
bury under the relief work schemes, em-
ployment would have been found for them
unearer home. T hope the Premier will tell
us whether he intends to apply sustenance
conditions to the work in connection with
the Bunbuory harbour, or whether the men
will he employed on full time.

The Premier: It will not bhe possible
for us to provide full time work with the
present number of men we have on our
hands. We must divide the money among
the people as hest we can.

Mr. WITHERS: I regret that the men
will not be employed on full time.

The Premier: So do 1.

Mr. WITHERS: While I regret that, I
realise lhat the provision made in the Es-
timates will relieve the position of the un-
emploved at Bunbury, and that they will
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he able to seeure work nearer home. I
trust that the Premier will lose no time in
pushing on with the Bunbury harboenr im-
provements.

MR, J. H, SMITH (Nelson) [8.32]: [
am glad to note that the Loan Estimates
eontain considerable prevision for works re-
lating to the South-West. I am pleased that
at last something tangible is to be done in
connection with the Bunbury harbour, whicl
is the key port for the South-Western areas.
1t is the natural outlet for our timber, fruit
and wheat industries and it is satisfactory
that the Government have made provision
for the expenditure of £20.000 on harbour
improvements at Bunbury. I hope the Gov-
ernment will make an immediate stari with
the work because, with the provision of pro-
per berthing accommodation, it will aveid
the necessity for sending our fruit an extra
120 miles to Tremantle. I trust that while
the Government are about it, they will make
proper provision for cool storage facilities
and for anything else that is necessary to
eomplete the harbour equipment. It is pleas-
ing to note that the Government intend to
extend the rvailway from Jarnadup to North-
cliffe. T want to uwpress upon them, how-
ever, the necessity for extending the rail-
way a further 15 miles to Westeliffe, to
which the member for Mt, Magnet (Hon. M.
I'. Troy) referred. "That additional length
of line is essential to give the Westcliffe
settlers an opportunity to make good.
The lack of railway facilities in the past
precluded the Northeliffe settlers from sue-
ceeding in their cfforts. Tt is bad enough in
there times fo carry on when the settlers
are close to railway faciiities, but it is mueh
worse when they are cultivating their blocks
40 miles from the nearest siding. I notice
that £10,000 is provided for the Manjimup-
Mt. Barker line. That item has been on
Loan Estimates for a considerable time
past, but the monev has never been ex-
pended. [ assume that the Government
have made up their minds to spend that
monex on a survey of the railway, because
the Railway Advisorvy Board went through
and strongly advocated the construction of
the line. Tt is the policy of the Government
to eclear land and they have started at the
Mt. Barker end and have pushed the work
out to the Frankland River. I understand
it is to be continued beyond there. The rail-
way requires to be surveyed and the men
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conld then he put on to the construetion of
carthworks so that when money became
available, the rails could he hought and the
lines constructed. It is satisfactory 1o know
that the Government have 500 men engaged
in work in eonnection with the Bovup Brook-
Cronbrook hine. It is =<aid that the Govern-
ment intend to run a road frain for the time
heing. We have yet to find out what a road
train really means, but 1 understand the
objeet is to save the eost of rails, That
will be all right for the convevance of dairy
produce, fertiliser and wool, but it will he
of no use for timber consignments from the
belt 30 miles out from Bovup Brook. Pro-
vision amounting to £30,000 is made for
the railway, and I hope the Premier will
recognise the necessity for the construction
of the line from Boyup Brook at the exvlic
possible moment. 1f the rails are not avail-
able, T trust he will employ the men on
building bridges and doing the necessary
carthworks so that the line can be completed
when money is available. 1f that work is
carried out, it will provide facilities for peo-
ple who bave been in that avea for 10 or 50
years and will grant them their long-wished
for dream. | am grateful to the Govern-
ment for what they have done and also fo
- the Collier Government for what they did
in setiing the ball rolling. Ouwr dreams are
ahnost fulfilled, and I want to impress upon
the Premier the ahsolute necessity of the
work. If rails are not serving any purpose
at all in another distriet, they could surely
be used where they will serve a good pur
pose. Later on we shall have an opportun-
ity to discuss the ramifieations ol the Groun
Settlement Scheme when the Royal Com-
mission’s report will receive consideration,
The report submitted by the Commission is
a very fine one. I know it will be dealt with
sympathetically by memhers and that some-
thing cffective will be done. The Commis-
sioners made a particularly fine job of their
work, and I trust that mueh good will result,

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie}
[8.58]: While I agree that the wheai-
growers are in a4 most parlous position anr
that primary producers generally are hard
up against it, I think the Premier will agree
with the remarks of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition regarding the one hright spot in eon-
neetion with primary prodnction—gold min-
img. In view of the fact that the price of
gold to-day iz approximately €8 per ounee,

[ASSEMBLY.]

the time is opportune for the Government
to do evervthing possihle to enconrage the
gold mining industry.

The Premier: We are paving £150,0040
on account of gold. T refer to the exchange.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T am pleased
with that.

The Attorney Grneral:
chould be £300,000,

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM. As a result of
that expenditure, the Govermment have done
a considerable amount of good.

The Minister for Mines: Can yon tell me
when the time has been vipe not to do any-
thing ?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: T have no com-
plaint to make at all. I want to dvaw the
attention of the Premier and the Minister
for Mines to the fact that within the last six
months the Government saw fit to lease a
battery, which they designated a publie
battery at Kalgoorlie. From complaints I
have received, it would appear that it is »
warn-out plant, incapable of doing the work
it is supposed to do.  Recently when a
parcel of 80 tens was taken to the plant for
treatment, 15 tons onlv had passed through
at the end of eight davs. I do not think
that iz altogether encowraging. 1 do not
think the plant is rendering the best possible
serviee: as a matter of fact, theve is ample
room for improvement. By making the
plant serviceable the Minister will be doing
something in addition to what he has al-
ready done to assist the industry. Recenily
a prospector approached the man in charge
of that plant with a view to having a crush-
ing put through, but was told there was no
chance of getting his ore freated within the
next four months. So I say the plant is not
doing its work. Tt would he interesting to
know the initial cost of that plant, the cost
of making repairs as the vesvlt of a series
of breakdowns, and the treatment costs of
the ore. Tf those figures were looked into,
the Minister would come to the conclusion
that since he has already committed himself
and his Government to provide crushing
facilities at Kaleoorlie, a new treatment
plant should be provided. People aie
hampered in having their ore put through,
aund not only hampered hut disappointed,
Leaseholders and prospeetors are often
backed by business people. and so in exist-
ing cireumstanees those peonle are held up
for their eash, Tt i= noi only the prospector
who is interested, but all those connected

You think it
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with mining. I advise the Minister to look
into this matter, for the plant is very un-
satisfactory and the people are waiting, dis-
appointed.  They give the Minister for
Mines full credit for what he bas done. No
doubt he did it in good faith, being of
. opinion that the plant, when leased and re-
conditioned, would render the necessary sec-
vice. But that is not s0. Since gold is now
worth £8 per ounce, we should seize the op-
portunity to push on with development work
and win as much gold as possible, so as to
wet that added value. There are other min-
ing matters worth mentioning. There is
the Lawlers goldfield, from which £3,000,000
worth of pgold has been won. However,
present-day prospectors cannot go there,
hecause there is no battery available.

The Minister for AMines: There are two
hatteries there.

Hon. J. CUNNTINGHAM: Yes, hoth like
that at Kalgoortie. [t is useless to put stone
through obsolete aund ill-conditioned plants
that will not recover the gold from the ove.
Prospectors will not, and eannot be expected
to, wo to such plants. It should be the
Minister’s business to see that prospectnrs
can carry on their operations on a field from

which so much wealth has been won. The
Leader of the Opposition remarked that

every opportunity should bhe given for pro-
viding miners with water. Take Ora Banda:
I know the Minister has this matter under
onsideration, and le micht remind me that
it was bronght under my notice when T was
in charge of the goldfields waler supply.
But conditions have altered.

The Minister for Mines: Very consider-
ahly altered, and we have given instructions
to conneet Ora Banda with the zol'l7eld-
water supply.  We have given instructions
to commence the job.

Hon. J. CUNNTINGHAM: 1 am very
pleased to hear that, and I eongratulzte the
Government on having put the work in
hand.

The Minister for Mines:
put that in writing.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The Govern-
ment have received assurances from the
leascholders and prospectors as to the guan-
tity of water that will he u=ed. and the pro-
hable amount of revenue that will acerue to
the department. Those assurances I, as
Minister, could not zet. So the pre~ont
Government are in o more fortunate pos=i-

You had better
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tion. The Premier. through his Minister,
will kuow that there will be a certain amount
of revenue available at the end of the fnan-
cial vear. I wa~ unahle to get those assor-
wnees. even from the manager of the higgest
wmine operating in the disivict. The Pre-
mier, of course, must have some idea a= to
where he is going to get his revenue as the
result of the capital expenditure ineurred
in connecting Ora Banda with the goldfielids
water supply. [ am pleased to learn that he
lias that assurance and, through his Min-
ister, has anthorised the construction of the
work,

The Minister for Works:
Lus ot that assuranee vet,

Hon. J, CUNNINGLIAM : Well, evidently
the Minister has great faith in the distriet
in consequen~e of the additional amount of
work accomplizhed, the number of new lodes
that will be opened up, and the inereased
gold production confiiently to be expected
as the rvesult of the installation of a water
supply. I want the Government to carry
on additional expenditure and push the in-
dustry as far as possible beenuse, as pointed
out by the Leader of the Opposition, we are
receiving from the industry wealth which
is of material ndvantage, not only to the men
in the industry, hnt to the State as a whole,
and to the Treasurer who, naturally, is de-
girous of securing as much revenuc as le

ean get,

The Minister

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mit-
chell—in  reply)  [9.7]: There is not
much that [ need say. The Leader of the
Opposition was perfectly right in saving
we cannot buy imported goods just now.
Memberz prohably are aware that group
settlement wa= taken over by the Agrieul-
tural Bank some time ago, and is now heing
run by the bank as part of the bank’s busi-
ness. [ do not remember having ever done
anything that would render difficult the
administration of group settlement while I
was out of office. I should like to say,
however. that 1 spent in my first vear and
the la~r two vears combined £1,561,000, as
against £3.563,000 spent during the six
vears of the previous (overnment, interest
beine responszible for £1,010.000 in their
vears and £61,000 in my first three years.
A zreat deal of work has been done, and
the result in production is not altogether
unsalizfactorv: az a matter of fact, in the
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Busselton district, where three tons of butter
per week was produced before we had group
settlement, the weekly output to-day is
about 50 tons. The member for Mt. Magnet
(Hon. M. F. Troy) said no buildings had
been erected in my fime. As a matter of
fact, £265,000 was expended on buildings
in my first term, £429,000 in Mr. Angwin’s
time and £79,000 during the time the hon.
member was in control. During the three
years from the inception of group settle-
ment until we left office, and during the
two vears that have elapsed sinee we re-
turned to office, £1,561,000 has been spent.
Altogether on  group settlement dur-
ing the six years we were out of office
£5,565,000 was spent. Of course, of that
amount £1,000,000 was for interest. The
work of managing group seftlement is now
with the trustees of the Agricaltural Bank,
and it is right that it should be so. I think
the ex-Minister for Lands is entirely wrong
in his estimate of the worth of Alv. Pullen.
I was sorry to hear the hon. member’s
criticism of that officer, for he is certainly
a capable man, and was promoted by Mr.
Angwin to be the head of the migration
branch.

Hon. P, Collier: That is quite a different
sphere. .

The PREMIER: He is a very fine officer.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I did not find him so.

The PREMIER: I do not know anything
about his work under the ex-Minister, bnt
so far as I know, it has always been satis-
factory. Mr. Fullen is certainly a capable
man, and I am sure will fill the position he
now sceupies to the satisfaction of the
Bank.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The bank had no hand
in it.

The PREMIER.: T regret the ecriticism
of Mr. Pullen, whe is not here to defend
himself, but I know he is a thoroughly
eompetent officer, and so too is Mr. Viek-
ery, and many other officers of the depart-
ment.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Where did Pullen get
his experience?

The PREMIER: He had experience be-
fore he eame here, and he has had 10 years’
experience in this eountry.

Hon. M. F. Troy: How did von pick him
up?

The PREMIER: I did not pick him up
at all; he is far too heavy for that. I do
not wish to enter into any argument with

[ASSEMBLY ]

the hon. member. I hope we have all done
our hest while having anything to do with
group settlement or any other settlement,
but I do wish the hon. member would re-
frain from saying on every possible occa-
sion that 1 made his administration diffi-
cult. I do not think the hon. member ever
spoke to me on group settlement during
the tune he was Minister. As a matter of
fact, he established the Muresk Agrieul-
tural College in my distriet without men-
tioning to me that he bad a thought of do-
ing so.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I did you a good turn
there.

The PREMIER : But there ought to have
heen a very much better feeling hetween us
thun there was. The group settlers are now
under the Agricultural Bank, and they came
under the bank as the resnlt of a Bill my
friend, My. Angwin, submitted to the
\House. The settlers are not paying their
interest as they shounld do, but certainly
they are doing very much betier than they
were, and I think they are settling down
to their work. These are times of very
low prices, but if the hon. member will
turn up the published figures of imports in
the ““*Quarterly Abstract,’’ he will see that
the importation of foodstuffis has very
materially decreased during the last two
years, by, T think, £1,600,000. Some-
thing was said abont the seftlement
at Lake King and Lake Carmody. The hon.
member knows far more about the origin
of that settlement than I do. It was ex-
pecied that a railway would be built out
there; in fact, a scheme of railways under
the Mipration Agreement. The plans were
prepared for a big scheme of railway build-
ing, hut everything was laid acide on ae-
count of the report of Dr. Teakle, Atlhourh
the settlers had heen sent out there, when
the report came along, it was no longer
possihle to build the railways under the
Migration Agreement. It had heen promised
by the Migration Commission sitting in Mei-
bourne, and when they found the report on
salinity was made, they withdrew their par-
tial approval, and so the railway has not
been built. I believe the erops there this
vear are very good.

[3fr. Panton took the Chair

Mr, Wells: 1 zaw them a fortnight ago
and they were wonderfnl.



129 NOvEMBER, 1932.]

The PHEMIER: While we are assisting
those settlers with cartage over the long dis-
tance, and musi do s0, we ean do no more
for them at the moment. If it be safe coun-
try, as 1 hope it will prove to be, although
I om hound to confess that reports of Dr.
Teakle are very mueh against it, T trust the
day will come when we shall be able to open
up the conntry, becanse it i1s wood country
except for the doubt created hy the inves-
tigation. T think that the Federal Migra-
ticn Commission went far enough in the
matter to commit themselves, at anv rate
morally, to the bnilding of that railway, and
T am still hopeful that we may be ahle to
induee them to face the responsibiltiy or
helping to finance its ennstruction. A great
deal of money hag been spent in testing the
eountry and elearing the land there and
further afield, and that expenditure will be
quite oseless until o railway is builk. Re-
garding the miners’ settlement, the line has
not been authorised. A survey is being made
but nothing further can be done in the mat-
ter until Parliament has been consulted, Tt
is quite possible that we shall get a road
train that will help considerably with areas
situated as is the one south of Southern
Cross. It is quite possible that we shall be
able to transport wheat by road very
cheaply, and if it be possible, we shall be
saved the cost of eonstructing a railway, The
matter is being inquired into and T think
there is little doubt that a road train will be
able to do the work.

Ttem—Salaries, Tmmigration, £350.

Mr. SLEEMAY: When speaking on the
Revenne Estimates some weeks ago, | men-
tioned the case of a certain family. The
Minister said he expecied to be able to send
them Home at an early date. I understand
that he has sinee been in touch with the
Commonwealth and has been turned down.
1 should like to know whether any of this
money could bhe spent to send the family
Home.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cammot
find any monev for the purpose under thi-
item. T took up the matter with the Federal
authorities and had rather a cold reeception.
To-day I had the file before me and have
again sent it to the Treasurer. After we
have obtained information as to the lowesi
possible price for sending the family Home,
the matter will be further considered.
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Mr, Sleeman: Wil you be able to get
passports.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: I think
50.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Railways ond

£267,000 ;
ltem—Rolling stock, Railways, £20,000.

Hon. P, COLLIER: What rolling stock
is to be eonstructed out of the £20,U007 Evi-
dently the Estimates were prepared before
the veport of the selest eommitiee on the
Bulk Mandling Bill was received. Ilaving
regard to the estimated cost to the depart-
ment for rolling stoek if bulk handling be-
comes an established fact, £20,000 will not
so far. 1s provision made in the £20,000
for rolling stock for hulk handling? If not
the Minister will have to get an  execess.
While it is not unusual to get an excess,
generally an excess is for a very minor
amount. This, however, will involve an ex-
cess of— '

Mr., H. W. Mann: Half a million.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not for the next six
months.  1'or the rest of the financial year
an excess of probably £50,000 would be re-
quired,

Mr. Kenneally: The present Minister will
not be concerned after the next six months.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not saying any-
thing nbout that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No
provision is made for cxpenditure on roiling
stoek to mect the possibility of the intro-
duction of hulk handling.

Hon. A, MeCallum: I de net think you
will nteed any.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
sald possibility, not probability. There is
a slight margin which the Leader of the Op-
position will understand is  helpful to a
Treasurer. We are providing approximately
£13,500 to construct a new type of sheep
trnck, which we hope will overcome some
of the difficulties atiending the transport of
sheep to market,

Hon. P. Collier: The immediate necessity
is not sheep but wheat.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is room for a difference of opinion on
that. The immediate difficulty from a rail-
way point of view is sheep. We are leav-
ing wheat until the neceseity arizes. We are
providing £4.600 to continue the work of

Tramways, ete.,
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fitting vacuum brakes to existing wagons
and also for expenditure on super-heating
locomotives. That leaves a margin of about
£1,900 which may be drawn on for any eon-
struetion of rolling stock for hulk handling.
Then if the wish of the member for East
Perth proves to be the father of the thought.
the new Treasurer will be able to use the
£1,9¢0 for hulk handling and probably ob-
fain the balance from the Treasurer's Ad-
vance, a very handy fund. The member for
East I’erth may know nothing about that,
but the Leader of the Opposition knows
something about it. If it iz possible to buy
a “Kangaroo” out of the Treasurer’s Ad-
vance, it should be possible to buy one or
two railway wagons. No provision has been
made for balk handling trucks. 1 have not
been asked to make any such provision,

Item—Tramways, Perth Electrie, £20,000.

Hon, A McCALLUM: Will the Minister
explaiy what is ineluded in this item?

The MINTISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
cxpenditure is largely for the completion of
some bogey cars that were partly con-
strueted. We thought it would be well to
complcte them and yet them out of the way.
Unforfunately we have had to adhere o the
old type because of the difficulty of intro-
ducing a new type. As there were only five
bogeys to be completed, we thonght it bet-
irr to eowrplete them. The balance is to pro-
vide trolley buses in lieu of relaying the tram
truck zlong Kensington-street. 1 have al-
ready explained thut the cost of taking up
the okl rails and laying new ones to run
the same serviee and earn the same revenue
would be approximately the same as the
cost of providing trolley buses over an ex-
tended route. The trolley buses would pro-
vide for the same traltic as far as Barraek-
gtreet, and give a new route along Welling-

ton-sireet, past the Metropolitan Markets, .

and as far west as the Leederville Town Hal]
in Cambridge-street. ¥For the same outlay
we ghall be able to provide the additional
earning eapacity, and it is helieved that we
shall earn enongh to pay interest on the out-
lay and show a siight surplus. To relay the
trarn rails would mean sending the bulk of
the monex cut of the State. The trolley
buses will enable us to provide an equally
good serviec over the existing route and 2
new serviee to an area that should he catered
for.

[ASSEMBLY .}

My, H. W, Mann: When will the trollex
huzes he operating?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
do not know the date, but we expeet they
will be operating by the end of January.

Hon. A. McCallum: Are you building
then heve?

The MINISTER FOR RAILAWAYS: Noi
etitirely I we oblained only the chasses
for the three buses, we would have to pre-
pare from blue prints the necessary pat-
terns and that would take some months, We
have obtained one complete trolley bus and
two other chasses. As soon as those chasses
arrive, we shall constrnet the bodies.

Hon, A. MeCallum: What will be the
cost?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Speaking from memory the cost of the com-
plete bus is £2,600, while each chassis costs
about £1,800. IE we huilt the bodies loeally
the estimated cost of the three buses would
be nearly £1,600 more, hut we are meeting-
the position by securing the one complete
bus. On the recommendation of Mr. Tay-
lor, we have obtained one complete bus and
the two chasses, and subsequently any bodies
needed will be built in our own workshops.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am surprised to
learn from the Minister that the Tramway
Department are building five of the old
bogev cars. Whatever is wrong with the
Tramway Department?

The Minister for Railways: What is right
with them!

Hon. P, COLLER: Prior to our leaving
office, as far as my memory serves me, ii
was contemiplated that additional cars should
be huilf. T think I am right in saying that
definite instructions were given to the de-
partment to build the new type of car, such
as is in use in Adelaide and Melbourne.
Noetwithstanding those instructions, T find
there are some newly bnilt cars of the old
hogey type on the track. Now the depars-
ment are going to build five more of them.

The Minister for Railways: I think there
is some difficulty in gefting the motor re-
quired for the other type.

Hon. P. COLLIER : There cannot be,

The Minister for Railways: Yes, there i..

Hon. P. COLLTER: Why is that difi-
culty not experienced in Adelaide or Mel-
hourne?

The Minister for Ratlwavs:
the difference m the gauge.

Beeause of
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Hon. P. COLLIER : Surely the manufac-
turers of motors for hogeys for a wide
gange ean make motors suitable for a nar-
row gauge.

The Minister for Railways: I am told
there is a great deal of difficuity about it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 cannot imagine
why there should be. The old bogey car is
now as much out of date for transport pur-
poses as the bullock wagon formerly was.
It must be costing thousands of pounds a
yveur in running costs because these long
hogey cars are still heing used. They empty
at one end at each crossing. The passengers
pass leisurely along the corridor, yarning tc
a friend here and making appointments
there. The car has seating aceommodation
for 40 passengers.

Hon. H. W. Mann: More than that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am speaking of the
seating aeccommodation; probably there arve
A0 other passengers hanging on to straps.
I have seen as many as 100 people in one
of these hogey ecars, and every one of the
hundred has to leave the car before any-
hody can enter it. The extraordinary thing
is that the people secem to be like sheep.
In the busy part of the day, when a large
numher are at a stopping place waiting to
enter a car, they stand in a ring around the
exit, and the people getting off the car have
lo push them to one side in order to get
through. The tram conductors might easily
say to the people who are waiting and pre-
venting the rapid exit of passengers, “Stand
on one side to let the passengers out,” hut
that is not done and the passengers have to
jostle their way through the crowd. Oné
can see & car standing at a crossing for five
minuies while the passengers alight and the
waiting people leisurely board the fram one
hy one. So far as my observation goes,
there is not a tramcar of a similar kind in
any other part of Australia. One has oniy
to ro to Adelaide or Melbourne to see tle
open spaces in the ears there. People can
hoard ov alicht from the car with grest
vapidity. Tn faet, you must get on quickly
or the car will not wait for you. Passen-
zers can alight in a second or two from four
or five different parts of the car. When !
was in office, it was put up to me that it
would be inconvenient to the conductors if
the type of ear in use here was altered, be-
cause they would not have time to collect
fares and, consequently, many fares would
he lost. Surely that is absurd. The con-

. Meibonrne.
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ductors in Adelaide and Melbourne are al-
wavs on the foothoard of the fram collecting
fares, and if fhere was any leakage in Lhat
respect, the type of car used there would not
have been adopted. The Tramwax Depart-
ment, however, seem to have made up their
minds.  Ave they impervious to ideas? Are
thev determined to resist even the decisions
of Governments? Will they retain the old-
fashioned type of ecar, whether the people
like it or not? 1 cannot helieve for a mo-
ment that there is any difficulty in the con-
struetion of hogeys.

The Minister for Raibwavs: They say 54,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I cannot helieve it.
1 am not sure of the gauge in Brisbhane.

The Minister for Railways: I have not
heen to Brishane.

Hon. P. COLLIER: [ have, and 1 know
Brisbane has a narrow gauge, similar to
oure. I think it is passive resistance he:-
on the part of the Tramway authorities,
or, rather, the Railway aunthorities, be-
cause the bogers are heing constructed in
the Midland Junetion Workshops, and
under the supervision of the railway en-
gineers, not the tramway engineers. Tf one
timed a ear here over a given distance and
a ear in Melbourne over the same distance,
I venture to say one would find that the
time would be cut down by one-half in
It is not only a question of
loss of time, but of convenience. If.a pas4
senger is at the end of a long bogey car,
he has to wait until the other passengers
move slowly down, one at a time, Chinese
fashion, because the corridor does not per-
mit of two walking ahreast. Mrs. Jones
will say to Mrs. Brown, ““I will he over to
tea to-morrow afternoon.’’

Miss Holman: And Mr. Brown will say
the same to Mr. Jone-. “I'll mee* vou at
the elub.” .

Hon. P. COLLTER.: T invite members to
bring their powers of observation to bear
at some of the principal stopping places
in the eity and note the delays that ocecur.
In other cities the people are educated to
haard and alight a tramear quickly.

Member: Or they will take vou on or
leave vou standing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ye=. Tt should be the
hasiness of the tramway officials to  edu-
cate the publie in that way. T wonder what
people who eome here for the frst time
from some of nuy ather capital cities, or
fram overseas. think abhout our tramwaw
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system and the lackadaisieal, come-day, go-
day, tiod-send-Sunday method in which our
trams meander along the streets, It is all
because these long bogey cars are still kept
in use, If all the ears proposed to be built
are not vet put under construetion, T hope
the Minister will immediately stop the
work.

The Minister for Railwavs: They have
been under construction for the last two
or three vears.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There were some un-
der consideration when we were in office,

The Minister for Railways: Thev are the
Riaine ones,

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is 2% years
ago and they have not passed the first cross-
ing yet! 1 do urge that we ought to bring
our framway service up fo date. People
will soon learn to get on and off trams
quicklv. Tt is only a matter of a few
months and the traveiling public will be
educated.

Mr. Sampson: How can the people board
or leave the tram fuiekly where there is
only one exit?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is not (he fault of
the passengers or of the employees of the
Tramway Depariment.

My, Corboy: They started that education
to-day.
and got half-way there from Perth when
we had to wait to pick up the conduetor.

My, COLLIER: Between the hours of 5
and G o’clock, when the hig bogey ears are
" crowded and there are 30 or 40 passengers
standing in the corridor, I have often seen
someone in the eentre of the corridor try-
ing to get off. He has fo strugegle through
the people in front of him and when he
reaches the haek platform, there is another
erowd {1 have counted 2s many as 15 on
the platform) through which he has to
force his way.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Sometimes he 2oes np
to the front platform and finds he cannot
get ont that way.

Hon. P. COLTIER - That is so. We are
over 20 years out of date. Why stick to
this antiquated system? As T say, T hope
that if some of the ears whieh it is pro-
posed to build have not been alreadv com-
menced, the Minister will give instruetions
that thev shall not be proceeded with. There
is not one of these old hozey cars on any
other tramway svstem in Anstralia. Wa

Our tram started for Maylands.

[ASSEMBLY.}

are perpetuating the trouble by building
new cars of the old-fashioned type.

Mr. H. W. MANN: I endorse much thal
hag been snid by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion shout the bogey ems. The contention
that conduetors would net have reasenable
control over passengers if the car bad a
side entranee is not sound. Anyone who
travels on the leng cars ean see the conduc-
tor has no real control over the passengers
once he leaves the back platform and en-
deavours to force his way along the alley-
way to collect fares. DPeople who desire
to get off cannot get in toneh with him.
Paszsengers ean get on a tram, travel past
several streets, and get off again without his
knowledge. 1 wonder what would ocenr if
a tram e caught five.  The passengers in
the centre eould not get ont beeanse of the
stampede that would follow at each end, and
they would be roasted alive.

The Minister for Railwavs: Can you tell
me what happened when one did catch fire,
or when one wag struek by lghtning?

Mr, TI. W. MANN: Of course the Minis-
fer see= no sense in anything, .

The Minister for Railways: You know
there has heen no five in any tram yet.

Mr. H. W. MANN: There have not been
any aceidents, but accidents may occur at
any time. If side entrances were provided,
it would he mueh easier to get out injured
passengers,

The Minister for Railwavs: Evidently the
hon. member wants to keep people from
using our trams. He has not said a word
ahout the buses,

Alr. Corboy: They are compelled to have
emergency doors. .

The Minister for Railwavs: At the end
of the bus,

Mr. H. W. MANN: I am sure the Minis-
ter does not like the construction of the
hogey cars, hat, beeause he is in eharge of
the department, he feels it is his duty fo
defend the officers.

Hon. P. Collier: And they are holding
up the motor traffic whilst they are leing
emptied.

Mr. H W. MAXN: I am sure no one
would raise n greater protest against them
than the Minister would if he were a private
member. Tf we see a wenkness in the system
it is our duty to point it out. T should
fatl in my doty to the people T represent
if T @id not raise my protest.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: |
do not disagree with the suggestion that we
should get a better type of tramear than the
bogey car, but I do object to the exaggerated
langnage that is liable to drive people from
a concern in which a considerable amount of
the taxpayers’ money is invested. The
member for Perth asks what would happea
if a fire took place. TIf he would tell us
what did happen when a fire did take place
on a service which we have heen operating
for 20 years, we wonld know how to answer
his query. T do not want people to be
seared of travelling on ouar trams. I agree
with the Leader of the Opposition that our
hogey ear is an unsuitable type. On the
other hand the Sydney type of ecar is quite
unsuitable for the streets of Perth, and I
would not he a party to puiting that on our
svstem. T will obtain from the Commis-
sioner of Railwavs a copy of the minute he
put up to me. He said definitely that it
was not practicable to get the type of motor
attached to our narrow gauge chassis that is
used on a hroader gauge, so that we are not
able to adopt the type of tram in use ia
Adelaide or Melbourne where the gauge is
5 ft. 3 ins. .

Hon. P. Collier: In Sydney it is 4 fr.
8145 ins. .

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
agreed with the Commissioner that rather
than have the cars. which are partly con-
structed, remain in the workshops when men
are available to do the job and people are
asking for additional facilities, it was hetter
to put these five cars on the road. If we
conld with our narrow gaunge obtain the
necessaty electrical equipment to enable us
to adopt a ear similar to that in use in Ade-
laide or Melhourne, we ought to do so, and
I will ask the Commissioner to give me
reasons why it has heen found impracti-
cable to turn out cars of the kind mentioned.

Hon. P. Collier: The main objection T
found was the difficulty experienced by the
conductors in collecting fares.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 7
wounld not agree to the Sydney type of ear,
where the fares have to be collected on the
running hoard.  We have not made any
progress in construction during the last twa
vears because we did not want to continue
to put bogey ecars on our tracks, and thus
add to existing difficnlties. In 1915 we
brought out a tvpe of car with a central
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entry, That is better than the ivpe we are
using. It has a low step off the roadway,
and a wide entrance to the centre, so that
reople can move readily to each end or from
each end of the car. The officials have never
attempted to introduce that system since. [
do not know if that is because the depart-
ment did not propose it.

Mr. Hegney: It is an upopular ear,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is a niee riding car, and I think it is especi-
ally popular with elderly folk. Qur hogey
cars have steps that ave too high off the
readway before the passenger reaches the
floor. .

Mr, Corboy: They are altogether too
high.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
five additional cars were gone on with, not
beeause we liked the type, but betause of
the fact, as stated by the experts of the de-
partment, that there were difficalties in eon-
nection with the electrical equipment.

Ttem, Electric Power Station, Rast Perth,
£3,000;

Mr. SAMPSON: Is it possible for power
cxtensions to be made into the outer sub-
urhan areas? T notice there is an unex-
pended balance over from last year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: This
item is for work already in hand. The bal-
ance will be required for additional facili-
ties to accornmodate new consumers. 1 do
not ‘think much will be available for the
making of additional high-tension exten-
sions, which are very costly. Many such ex-
tensions are required, and we ought to be
in a position te supply them, but funds are
required for other purposes. Unfortunately
a fair percentage of the outlay will be re-
quired for material from overseas, and tho
money therefore would not be available for
circulation as wages. We have to pare
things down somewhere. I regrel we cannot
take more advantage of the possibility of
supplying cheap current to outlying dis-
triets. If anything, it is of greater advantage
to have cheap electrieal current for indus-
trial purposes out of the city area than it
is to provide light within the ¢ity area.

Mr. Sampson: Many facilities are being
forced on sustenance because they ecannot
produce anything under existing conditions.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have made extensions in recent vears, and
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have found difticulty in getting people to
understand that they could not he made
without capital outlay, and that it is ne-
cessary for them to bring in a certain re-
turn. There should be evidence that a
reasonable amount of current will be taken
in order to pay interest and working costs.

Mr. Sampsen: Some local authorities are
prepaved to guarantee the payments if the
extensions are made,

The MINISTER I'OR RAILWAY'S: That
is all very well until the extensions are
made, when it is often difficult to find out
who is responsible for the payment. Cwing
to lack of funds we eannot meet all de-
mands, and 1 am afraid many people will
have to put up with the inconvenience they
are suffering at present. The Treasurer
cannot find any more money than is now
available. We could spend £20,000 on ex-
tensions in mceting the demands for cur-
rent.

HMon, A. MeCallum: What about your
capaeity to supply the curvent? Is the
station not taxed to its fullest extent al-
ready?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
is another point. The question arises
whether if we went on extending the sys-
tem we would not have to face an even
more diffienlt problem. [If the demand in-
ereased too rapidly, we would find it dif-
ficult to meet it.

Hon. P. Collier: You would have been in
trouble to-day, but for the falling off in
demand for current.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
shall be in trouble eventually. No addi-
tiopal unit could he obtained and put inte
a position to supply eurrent under approxi-
mately two vears. If the means already
available for providing eurrent to the met-
ropolitan area were drawn upon to the
fullest extent, the station would be with-
out any stand-by. No station ean safely
carry on in that way.

Mr. Sampson: And the industries in
Perth would have to elose down.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
take the view that whatever might appear
to be lack of wisdom in expending a large
sum of money in importing plant now,
if we have any confidence in the future wu
ought to place as early as possible an order
for an additional unit to meet the demand
that will arise, as sure as night follows day.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P. Collier: 1 had a similar reyuest
made to me three years ago.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: One
thing we lack in this country is appreci-
ation of the faet that electricity is the best
known power for industrial purposes. We
have not taken proper advantage of it. In
Great Britain, an eleetrieity connmission has
been established with power to spend up to
£30,000,000 to provide a network of gener-
ating stulions to supply emrrent to the most
remote parts of the British Isles.  That
shows that Britain recognises that elee-
trieity is the most modern, cheap and con-
venient method of supplying power for all
purposes. Members have heard of the Five
Year Plun in Russia and the wonderful -
things Lhat have been done in that coun-
tey with eleetricity. Only within the last
few dayvs 1 read a report—it is to he found
in the Parliamentary Library—of the La-
bour Convention at Geneva, during the
course of whieh the British representative
said that while the BRussians were hoast-
ing of their Five Year Plan, the small
British Isles had five times as much elee-
trieity available as they had in Russia.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Five years ago Rus-
sian had hardly any electric power at all.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
is the point. When they talk about per-
centage increases, and start from nothing
and achieve something, it is obvious that
100 per cent. increase does not mean much.
It is like a man who has one apple and pro-
cures another, thus showing an increase of
weaith of 100 per cent. If that wman had
had two apples to start with and procured
ancther, be would get just as much as the
other man, but his inerease would be 50 per
cent. only, That is the relative positions of
Britain and Russia. '

Mr. Corboy: Is that the expla.natlon of
the unemployment in Britain? Is eleetrie-
ity displacing men?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ex-
actly the opposite. The increased produe-
tion of electricity in the British Isles has
had the effecting of redueing unemploy-
ment.

Hon. A. MeCallum: That has been due
to the national plan adopted in England.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
by the establishment of the electricity
commission with pewer to spend up to £30,-
000,000. In Western Australis we have
a power plant that is generating current as
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cheaply as auny other station in the South-
ern Hemisphere with the possible excep-
tion ol one in Tasmania where the curren.
is  developed under the hydro-clectric
scheme.

Mr. Kenneally: And yet people want to
<ell our power station'

The JMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
And people want to buy our power sta-
tion! We have a power station with pos-
sibilities ahead equal to those apparent in
any other part of Australia. People ave
constantly demanding additional eurrent.

Hon. P. Collier: We have that demand
from a few miles away from the power
house, and yet we cannot supply the eur-
rent.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is the position. T bave not attended
recent meetings of the Loan Couneil, and do
not know what the feeling iz now. I know
that within the sphere of influence of our
power station we could supply a commodity
that is not only convenient and cheap but
one that would help materially 2 number of
small industries scattered round the metro-
polita;x area. The member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson) knows of one instanee in which
the extension of those facilities meant the
immediate difference hetween what one
might deseribe as a struggle below the
hreadline to a position almost of affluence.

Mr. Hegney: Many small farmers wounld
benefit if the emrrent were extended to their
districts.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so. The trouble is that we are held
np because the Loan Counecil says that we
must expend on wages the bulk of the money
that is raised. There are other considern-
tions that should be kept in mind. There
is the matter of providing an essential com-
modity in the shape of power. Unfortun-
ately we cannot afford to provide the faecil-
ities necessary. If we could get the money,
[ wonld be prepared to spend it on the
power station now, knowing that it would
be all to the good.

Mr. H. W. Mann: What would another
unit cost?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Ap-
proximately £100,000, bnt the trouble is tha!
the great hulk of that money would be spent
in the purchase of materials overseas.

Mr. Sleeman: It would be a much better
proposition than bulk handling.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Comparisons are odious, bne 1 would prefer
to spend £400,000 on another unil for the
power hotuse than in other directions—and
[ have not mentioned bulk handling.

Mr. KENNEALLY: For vears 1 have
heen drawing attention to the necessity for
the extension of the power plant at East
Perth. There has been a tendency recently
on the part of members of this Chamber to
advocate the sale of the power house

The Minister for Railwavs: I have not
heard anyvone advocate that,

Mr. KENNEALLY : Either the Minister's
hearing is bad or his memory is at fault.
The sale of the power kouse has been advo-
caterd to-night.

The Minister for Railways: By whom?

Mr. KENNEALLY: The member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson), and this is not the
first occasion on which he has advocated the
sale of the power house. The sale has also
been advoeated in the Press. The strange
thing is that the very member who advocates
the sale of the power house iz the first to
ro ecap-in-hand to the Government with a
reruest for the provision of cheap eurrent.

JMr, Sampson: Yes and he has failed every
time during the lasl six wvenrs.

Mr., KENNEALLY: T am concerned
about the position of the power house. 1
do not suggest that the Minister is behind
the proposition, hat it appears to me as
though the decks are being cleaved to justify
any proposal that Mr. Tuavler mav bring
hack from England.

Mz, Sampson: Tt has been justified for
a long time.

Mr. KENNEATLLY: At one stage ten-
ders were called: actnally the piles were
purchased for the work, and they are at
East Perth now. That tender was not gone
oa with. I am not blaming any particular
Minister, or any particular Government. In
reply to the Minister for Railways, who
pointed oui that the bulk of the money in-
volved in the provision of a new unit would
be spent overseas. I acknowledge that his
statement iz correct, but we must, not forget
that if we are not able to provide the power
that is necessary, we shall not he able to
provide work for our people.

Alr. Sampson: The a%zence of electrie
current is preventing a lot of men from
working to-day,

Mr. RENNEALLY: Yez and possibly it
iz the absence of hrainz that enables the
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member for Swan to advocate the sale of
the power house.

Mr. Sampson: You should know some-
thing about brains!

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. RKENNEALLY: Here we have the
station that is providing the eurrvent neces-
savy for the ranning of our tramway sys-
tem. We must remain stagnant because of
inability to provide additional cutrrent, but
at the same time we hear talk about inereas-
ing the number of trams and extending those
facilities. We cannot extend the tramway
facilities if we cannot provide the additional
power,

Mr. Sampson:
failed to do so.

Mr. EENNEALLY: It is idle to advo-
cate increased tramway facilities and at the
same time, as the member for Swan does,
advocate the sale of the power house.

Mr. Sampson: It is time someone did it.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The position is seri-
ous from that point of view. Year after
year we spend £3,000 or £4,000 whereas, if
we had the additional unit, the Minister, in-
stead of spending £5,000 this year, could
easily provide on the Estimates for the ex-
penditure of £100,000,

Mr. Sampson: It is no use talking like
that; where is the money to come from?

Mr. KENNEALLY : We know that every-
thing is being starved, which will leave a
nice position for the next Government to
fix up.

The Minister for Railways: And what
about those who called for tenders and then
had to leave it over beeause they had not
the money?

Mr. KENNEALLY: I am not referring
to any particular Minister, No matter whieh
Government is in office, the power house
has to be extended in order to supply powe:
to the people and their industries. If we
do not make provision for that, we shall
not have the power to meet the demand when
the depression lifts. If a certain amount
of money is obtained from the Loan Coun-
cil, it would profit the Government to ex-
pend it in extending the power house and
so provide the necessary power. If West-
ern Australia had all the power required to
operate her industries, she would be one of
the first countries to recover from the de-
pression, but that cannot be unless we ex-
tend the power bo—ea, Then that would kill

And Governments have

[ASSEMBLY.]

all this twaddle tbat comes from the mem-
ber for Swan,

Mr. SAMPSON: After this long diatribe
and wearisome repetition, the hon. member
has seen the light to the extent of realising
that another unit put into the power house
would provide more employment. Evidently
at long last the light is breaking in upon
the hon. member.

Hon., P, Colliex: Due to your persistent
efforts.

Mr., SAMPSON: The hon, member has
been told time after time that the Govern-
ment cannot provide the nesessary money.
Some day perhaps the hon. member will
realise that what I have heen saying for
months past is the only way out, which is
that the Government should dispose of the
power lLionse, either to a private company or
the local authorities, I do not mind which.
Alternatively, if the Government could get
the necessary money they would be justified
in extending the power house.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you think the loeal
authorities conld find the money for the pur-
chase of the power house?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Darling Range
Road Board would be prepared to see what
could be done, 1 complain of the total lack
of extensions during the hon. member’s
siX years as Premier.

Hon. P. Collier: Why, I spent £400,000
on it! I added a new unit to the power
house, and I sent the main out through
your distriet.

Mr., SAMPSON: Certainly the brick-
works needed an additional cable. Had the
money not bheen expended in that way, we
wonld have had the current extended to
Glen Forrest and other hill centres. I wang
the member for East Perth to look at this
from the standpoint of the Siate. He must
not be obsessed by the fact that the gen-
erating plant is in East Perth, but musy
rise above parochialism.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member can-
not make a general speech, but must speak
to the item before the Committee.

Mr. SBAMPSON: The point is that an-
other unit, I understand, eannot be put
into the power house because the water
available is so limited that it ¢annot keep
the turbines eool. I join with the member
for East Perth in hoping it will be posd
sible for the Government to find thig
money.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—Harbours and Rirers, £122.500.

Item—Additions and Improvements to
Jetties, Tramways and Rolling Stoek in the
North-West, £1,000.

Mr. CHURCH: 1 see no provision made
for Roebonrne, and 1 should like to know
if there is any amount set aside for the
survey to see where the proposed new jetty
is to go.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, but
there is ineluded in this an amount for the
provision of additional faeilities at Ons-
low, and provision for other necessary im-
provements,

Hon. P. Collier: AN in the Roebourne
distriet.

Ttem—Bunbury Harbour Works, £20,000.

Mr. WITHERS: I understand that of
this amonnt, £12,000 is for preliminary ex-
penses for the railway quarry and other
works. Yet T believe Mr. Tindale states il
will be six months before any stone will be
tipped. Certainly this is not going to ereate
definite work during the next six months.
When one sees the amount of money pro-
posed eventually to be expended, namely,
€255,000, T hope it will be ossible to pro-
vide more than £20000. If it going to cost
£12,000 for appurtenances, the £8,000 will
not go far. The deep water berth is esti~
mated to cost £34,000. T know that the
Minister has in mind an idea of getting
apparatus fo dredge the rock, such appar-
atus not being available in Western Aus-
tralia.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Realis-
ing the seriousness of the position at Bun-
bury, 1T have tabled the file and plans for
the information of members. The trouble
at Bunbury is becoming more serions. We
have been doing certain dredeine in the
channel only, but the whole harbour is gradu-
ally silting up. The engineer. Mr, Young,
has put up a proposal to extend the break-
water in a northerly direection to stop the
drift of sand that eomes in at the entrance,
and to bnild 2 grovne to stop the drift down
the coast. The first eost is going to be
£1640,000 for the hreakwater and groyne, anil
that dees not provide for any Turther
work. To provide a deep water berth of
3n feet will cost in all £253,000. It will be
some vears before that work can be com-
pleted. I was hopeful of heing able Lo
start the work early. but the engine and
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trucks for carting the stone ave at Ger-
aldton. There is an opening in the reef
at (teraldton, the wash through which
affects the harbour, and £8,000 ha: been
provided to (ill up the gap with stone. When
that work is completed, the engine and
truecks will be taken to Bunbury. The
£20,000 is for recond.tioning the railway.
The engineers siggest that G0-1h. rails be
laid and certain bridges will have to be
rebuilt. T hope that before the end of the
finaneial vear we shall be in a position to
start tipping the stone.

Item — Fremantie Harbonr Works,

£50,000.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The estimate shows an
incrense over last year’s expenditure. Is it
intended to put more men on the work or
employ the men at present engaged on full
time? ’

The MINISTER ¥OR WORKSE: It is
not intended to put the men on full time.
At Fremantle we are reconditioning the
North Wharf. A certain amount of lomn
money has been made available. Tast veur
we expended £34,334, and this year the esti-
mate iz £50,000. The number of men em-
ploved is 295, We ean employ more men
and get the work completed more quickly.

Vote put and passed.

U"nfe — Water and

£645,150

Suppiy Sewerage.

Ttem—B8Sewerage and Drainage, Perth and
Fremantle, ete., £154,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Included in the
drainage works contemplated is the drainarce
of Shenton Park. It wounld mean carrying
an underground tunnel for a considevable
distance, connecting. I should imagine, with
the outfall sewer. Can the Minister give on
idea of the estimated cost of the drainage »f
Shenton Park, or the need for doing the
work at all? What is wrong wiih Shenton
Park? Tt iz a beautiful lake in the mid-s
of the suburh. and there seems to he no need
to drain it at all. Owing te the rise in the
water level, the water has encroached on
what was formerly a sports gronnd, but it
has not caused any damage to property that
I know of. Tn these days wheu money for
essenfial works is searee, the drainage of
Shenton Parvk might well stand over, he-
canze the work cannot be considered urgenr.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Many
people are under the same impression as the
[eader of the Opposition. So far as the
metropolitan area is concerned, the Metro-
politan Sewerage and Drainage Departmens
are responsible for all drains over eight
inches., The local governing bodies are re-
sponsible for all drains under eight inches.
Before a drainage area is proclaimed, the
contour is taken and then {he whole area iz
rated. This area will be rated later. At
the present time Shenton Park is used as a
compensation basin. Quite a large-area of
Subjaco is drained into Shenton Park; the
water eannot go anywhere else. The Leader
of the Opposition mentioned the outfall
sewer. I think £26,000 has been spent on
that already. It is part of the work that |
have mentioned.  The Subiaco outfall is
principally for the purpose of storm water
drainage.

Hon. P. Collier: And sewerage.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Threes-.

fourths of the cost is charged to sterm water
and one fourth to se verage, It is a very
big main. It is not only to be used for tune
purpose of draining Shenton Park. but slso
a very large portion of the metropolitan
area; for instance, Wembley, Jolimont,
West Perth and several other distriets.

Hon. P. Collier: Did vou say Wemblev?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
That is another scheme. For some distance
the pipe is 24 inches, but further on it is 56
inches. We are putting down o 58-inch
pipe to take a 24inch water supply. The
reason that junction is put there is beeause
another pipe will run north to drain tae
country from that point. Eventually, it
will all he drained and all be rated. 1
agree that the department will not now get
a very high return, but eventually, when the
whole system is in operation, it will pay
interest and sinking fund on the moncy
expended upon it. The amount provid.d
on the Estimates this vear is £46,388,
but that is not all for this particolar

job. There is the Maylands-Inglewand
drainage to be provided for. Thera
are extensions from Souoth-street to

Hampton-road, Fremantle, also from Ellen-
street, Fremantle, and from Hampton-road
to Parry-streef, Fremantle. All the propo-
sals put up by South Fremantle have been
provided for in these Estimates.

[ASSEAMBLY.]

- Item, Water Supply in Agrieultural and
North-West Districts (including Drainage
and Irrigation, and loans and grants to
Local Authorities and Drainnge Boards),
#280,000,

Mr. WANSBROUGH: Is that to be spent
on drains or on swamps?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ex-
penditure last yvear was £326,926. This year
we propose to expend £280,000. In addi-
tion, the sum of £27,917 has been made
available from the Commonwealth grant for
winter relief of unemployment. The total
amount available from the two sources will
be expended as follows—

£
Harvey irrigation, dam .. 31,500
Harvey irrigation, lining channcls .. 9,000
Wellesley River, canalisation 3,050
Collie irrigation, Wellington dam .. 70,000
Collie irrigution, Wellington dam,
drgins and channels 70,000
Iarvey River diversion 108,000
Waroona irrigation channels 6,000
Mayfields drain north of Warcona .. 12,000
Improvements—drains South Ceolup 3,000
Tanks in agricultural areas—
Gabbining Rock 5,000
Mollerin . . 2,500
South Helleton {Gibb Raek) 2,500

Vote put and passed.

Votes, Development of Goldfields and
Mineral Resources, 626,500; Development af
Agriculture, ete., £686,800—agyeed to.

Vote, Roads and Bridges, Public Build-
ings, ete., £61,600:

Item, Workers’ Homes Board Capital,
£35,000.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I would like the Pre-
ier, if possible, to make more money avail-
able for these homes. Although not man-
sions, they are verv much appreciated by
the people who are successful in obtaining
them. Is it possible to have a few more
approved of, because it is a cheap way of
wefting shelter over the heads of people
whe are unable to pay rent and are being
harassed by Inndlords.

The PREMIER: The member for Fre-
mantle asked about these small homes and
[ told him that an amount was available
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which was under the control of the Minis-
ter tfor Unemployment. It would not do
to have too many of these houges in the one
centre,

Mr, Sleeman: - good start has been made.

The PREMIER : Yes.

Hon., A, MeCALLUM: A promise wax
made that an itein would he placed on the
Loan Estimates to allow of explanation and
disengsion relaling ro wnain ronds. It does
nat appear.

The Premier: Could it appear?

Hon. A, McCALLUM: An uwndertaking
was given that an item, even if it were only
a ~-mall one, would be included, =o that some
information could he given and diseussion
allowed, but there is no item on the Esti-
mates at all that will permit of any discus.
sion on main roads.

The Premier: I did not promise that.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: 1 think the Pre.
micr suggested it to the Leader of the Op-
position, and it was concurred in by the
Minister for Works. T raised the point
in connection with the Revenne Estimates.

Mr. Hegney: The Minister agreed to do
it.

The Premier: I did not.

Fon, A, McCALLUM: I thought the Pre-
ader, who was in his zeat at the time, spoke
about if

Premicr: No.

[Ton. A. McCALLUM: 1 may be mis-
token. but I know the undertaking was
given. The position is that the control of
the main roads has passed out of the hand-
of Parliameot altogether,

The Premier: That alwayvs was so.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: There was always
a =uhstantial vote from Loan, and another
voite from revenue. Now, Parliament has
ne opportunity to discuss main road ex-
penditure. It has passed beyond our ken.
When the matter was referred to on the
Loan k«timates, we were given an assarance
that a small item would he included in the
Loan Estimates, so that the question might
be discussed.

The Premier: I am =orry: T did not know
anything abeut it.

Hon. A. MecCALLTM: T suppose it is toc
late now, hut I bope some means will be
found to remedy the position that has ex-
isted during the last two vears. Sowething
like £300,000 is beinx expended on main
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roads. Fancey that taking place without
Parliament being givea an opporfonity to
disenss tf! Members do not know what is
going on in their own electorates, and are
not advised. I hope the Premier will see
that the position is remedied in the future.

The PREMIER: I agree with the hon.
member. I will get the Under Treasurer
to make a note of the matter, so that an
amount may be provided on the Estimates
and the wmatter discussed.

Vote put and passed.

Resolutions reported. and the report
adopted.

BILL-LOAN £2,176,000.
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) [10.45] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill merely
authorises the raising of money to
carry out works that Thave heen
dealt with by Parliament. It 1is the
authority under which the money ean

he raised. It does not of itself auth-
orise any expenditure. The amount set
down for works is £1,088,000. Of the hal-
ance, £1,073,000 represents the amount ap-
proved by the Loan Council to meet our
estimated defieit, ineluding the balance of
last vear’s deficit not provided for on last
year’s Loan hill; and £15,000 is asked fur
to meet discounts, ete. Prior io last year,
a revenue deficit was treated as an advance,
and did net appear in the Loan Bill. Un-
der the method of (inancing the defieit by
the issue of short-term Treasury bills, and
treating them as part of the opublie debt,
it is necessary to secure authority for the
expenditure invelved. In comneetinn with
the Second Schedule of the Bill, certain
authorisations carried forward from pre-
vious Loan Bills are not now required, and
are being transferred to other items, and
in this way an applicafion for a furthep
anthorisation is avoided. This is the usual
practice.

I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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in Commntittee,
Mr. Richardson in the Chair; the Pre-
mier in charge of the Bill,
Clauses 1 to G—agreed to.
Schedule 1.
My, WITHERS: Hus any provision been
made for the Buunbury harbour works?

The PREMIER: Yes, {1 has been made
elsewhere,  This is only the balance of
the smn set aside for harbours and rivers.

Schedule put and passed.

Schedules 2
agreed to,

and 3, Preamble, Title-—

Bill reported, and the report adopted.

Sy

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, ordered, That
g0 much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as to enable the Bill to be passed
through its remaining stages at this sitting.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—AFPROPRIATION.
Message.

Meszage from the Lientenent-Governor re-
eeived and vead, recommending appropria-
tion for the purpese of the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.

Cn motion hy the Premier, ordered, That
so much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended as to enable the Bill to be passed
through its remnaining stages at this sitting.

First Reading.

Bill introduced by the Premier and read
a first time.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hpn. Sir James
Mitehell—Northam}) [10.35] in moving the
second reading said: The Bill mervely ap-
propriates the expendilure of money already
approved by Parliament under Revenue an-
Loan Account. T move—

That the 13} be noew read a second time.

[COUNCIL.]

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

Remaining Stages.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted,

Read a third time and tranamifted to the
Couneil.

House adjourned at 11 p.m.

Legislative Council,

TWednesday, 30th November, 1932,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm.. and read pravers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read notifving assent to the
undermentioned Bills:—

1, Finaneclal FEmergency Tax Assessment,

2. Tinaneial Emergency Tax.

3, Government Ferries,



